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From Our Pastor’s Desk
Taking Stock of Gratitude

Count your blessings and look for things over which you are thankful.  Research overwhelmingly proclaims that 
tangibly expressing thanks is a great pathway toward increased happiness.  Thankful people are happier.  This happy 
truth is, however, not a blanket invitation to detach from reality and deny that there are trials and tribulations, rather 
it is an invitation to intentionally consider our blessings which can often be overlooked and undervalued.  

Being grateful is a gift we can give to ourselves and allowing others to express gratitude to us is a special bonus we 
can give to others as well. Hopefully it feels good to know we made a difference and are appreciated and as stated 
above, it is consistently beneficial for the one who expresses thanks.  Saying “No Problem” to one who says “thanks, I 
appreciate…”  is in fact a problem. The good life is more than transactional, sometimes it is helpful for people to know 
that we made an effort and believe that they are valuable and worth that effort. This is what “Grace” is all about.

So, thank you for your ministry and care!  I offer these thanks for actions and generosity directly to me, to Jesse Lee, 
and to the many in your circle of care connections. I hope you will recognize both your blessings and how you bless 
others. 

Right now, we are in the season of the year when we talk about money most overtly.  We are hoping that people will 
be generous, increase their financial giving if possible, and celebrate the ways we have used resources in the name of 
Jesus Christ.  It is important to acknowledge that the church is right now spending more than we are taking in.  We 
have intentionally taken a step in faith to serve many who are in a more challenging season in their lives.  We believe 
that God has more ministry for us to do and so we have made investments in staff, programs, and worship that are in 
part funded by the finances stored up in previous years.  We can take these steps today because you and others have 
been generous in the past.  But to be clear, our current level of giving is not sufficient to maintain our current ministry 
investment indefinitely.  Our reserves will take us through the near future. 

In a meeting of the finance committee, we recognized that reserve funds had been received and kept for a “rainy day” 
and it is raining now.  People are insecure and hurting in ways more obvious than in recent memory, and we believe 
God has called us to do more ministry in “such a time as this.” So yes, Jesse Lee is grateful for generosity now and in 
the past and is looking for more resources to continue to love and reach out in the near and not so near future.

The church’s emerging need is real, but it doesn’t change the priority of generosity.  Jesse Lee’s need for ministry 
resources is not greater than our need to be generous givers. We recognize ourselves as following in Jesus’ footsteps 
when we care, love, and give.  Taking stock and looking for opportunities to be generous allows us to see the many 
who are facing a tougher season and to see ourselves as the hands of God.  

Where are you right now?  Some are struggling, and we want to be a help, so please let me/us know of your needs. 
Others may have found their resources significantly increase even in this time of pandemic.  Generally, the stock 
market has rebounded and grown.  Some fortunate people have “portfolios” which are now well ahead of 
pre-pandemic projections of where they expected to be today.  So, if you are able, I encourage you to literally take 
stock and be generous.  Perhaps try a tithe on dividends or capital gains.  If your income has gone up, consider step-
ping up to a larger proportion dedicated to service, or perhaps a tithe on your increase. 

I tithe and that has been a blessing to me. It reminds me how blessed I am and makes it easier for me to celebrate 
those who make my life richer.  Thank you for your ministry and thank God for our ability to be generous to others. 

Happy Thanksgiving. 

Peace, 
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WORSHIP WITH US
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NOVEMBER 21 NOVEMBER 28
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The Heart of the Matter
Ginny Konopka’s Path to Stephen Ministry

Ginny Konopka grew up going to church. It was an ingrained part of her 
life in the same way as having breakfast every morning … it was just 
something you did. It was automatic, but she didn’t understand that she 
could have a personal relationship with God. For most of her young life, 
she didn’t expect that.

This started to change when Ginny’s parents were involved in a car 
accident when she was 21. This traumatic event got Ginny thinking 
about faith and Jesus. Still there was no connection there, but having 
a spiritual relationship with God and Jesus was something she started 
wondering about. 

When Ginny was 27, she enrolled in a Bible study. She was personally 
invited at a church that she and her husband Mark had recently started 
attending and surprised herself by agreeing to attend. This step out in 
faith turned out to be a turning point in Ginny’s spiritual walk. 

“When I signed up for that Bible study, I still had a lot of trouble 
believing that God loves me for who I am,” Ginny explained. “In the 
course of that study, I came across this quote and it was a game-chang-
er for me. ‘God doesn’t love you for who you are. God loves you in spite of who you are.’ That statement 
resonated with truth for me and it set me off on a whole new trajectory.”

After a few years of attending various Bible studies, mostly teaching the children of other women attending 
the weekly meetings, Ginny agreed to help out the leader at a new Bible study. She was thinking along the 
lines of taking attendance at the meetings. When the leader had to unexpectedly bow out, Ginny stepped 
up to fill this leadership vacuum. She felt totally unprepared, but this was when a deeper personal 
relationship with God and Jesus started to develop. Looking back, she sees that she was being led out of 
her comfort zone and into a deeper faith.

Fast forward several years and Ginny was on her way to a church meeting. She was attending, as the 
Church Treasurer, because she thought the church budget was going to be discussed. (It never was!)  The 
primary focus of the meeting was an opportunity for people to learn about the Prayer & Healing Ministry, 
Stephen Ministries and Lay Leadership, with the hope that some would have a desire to become involved. 
As she drove down Rt. 116 on her way to Jesse Lee, Ginny prayed that God would touch the hearts of 
people at the meeting and guide them into ministry roles with these groups. It was just a quick, off-handed 
thought that she brushed off that SHE might be one of the people who would feel God’s call to ministry. 

When the person representing Stephen Ministry stood up to talk about this care-giving ministry, Ginny had 
a “lightning rod reaction.” When she walked into that meeting, the thought of becoming a Stephen Minister 
wasn’t even on her radar, but in an instant, all that changed and Ginny felt called to sign up for the Stephen 
Ministry training. That was a commitment of 50 hours of training plus being open to the possibility of being 
commissioned as a Stephen Minister and serving for at least two years.
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Ginny Konopka (cont.)

Before she jumped in, she spoke with the Stephen Ministry leader about it. She asked for prayers for 
guidance and discernment. The Stephen Ministry leader explained that this ministry calls for people to provide 
Christ-centered care to people who are going through difficult times. In the simplest terms, Stephen Ministers 
walk alongside people without judging or directing. Instead, they just listen and offer reflection and 
encouragement. 

As she listened to the Stephen Ministry leader describe this work, Ginny realized she was already doing that. 
As her faith developed, Ginny had learned to share her own hardships with others. This willingness to share 
the hard parts of life opened the door for others to do the same. In this way, she was able to offer comfort 
and help to people who needed it. Before this ‘lightning rod’ event, God had been using her to help people 
who were struggling. She felt like this strong calling to Stephen Ministry was the next step on her spiritual 
journey and she committed to taking the class. Throughout the course, the lessons learned gave her the tools 
she needed to be well-equipped to be a Stephen Ministry caregiver as well as a better listener and support in 
the rest of her life.

The next leap of faith for Ginny came when the opportunity to work with her first care receiver came up 
during a time when Ginny’s life already felt very full. Despite that, and because she felt God’s leading, Ginny 
said “yes” to the opportunity to work with this care receiver because she knew, “…that God was in this with 
me.”  It turned out to be a wonderful decision.

Through her work with this, and subsequent care receivers, Ginny has felt the love of Christ flowing in and 
through her to the care receivers she works with. 

“It is the most amazing feeling to experience God using you to reach people who need help,” Ginny explained. 
“By serving as a conduit for God’s love for people who are suffering, Stephen Ministry care givers have the 
opportunity to be a part of the healing power of the Holy Spirit.  It is a huge privilege to know that God is 
working through you to love another.”

Ginny has been a Stephen Minister for six years and, with hindsight, she recognizes that as a Stephen 
Minister, she is using the skills and experiences that God had already given her. She is putting her compas-
sionate spirit and the ability to listen without judgement or any agenda, to work in her care-giving ministry.
 
Ginny says Stephen 
Ministry is a calling she 
was made for. It 
incorporates a lot of 
prayer, countless con-
nections with the Holy 
Spirit and the con-
stant sense that God 
is always with her as 
she steps out in faith 
through this healing 
ministry. 
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SENIOR SPOTLIGHT
DALE & B.G. BROWN

By Darla Shaw

For over forty-seven years, the Brown family has been a pillar of Jesse 
Lee Church.  Dale has co-chaired two major campaigns, one for one and 
a half million dollars and the other for nine hundred thousand dollars.   
With funding from these campaigns, the church was able to purchase 
and redesign the Carriage House and stable, now the Chapel, and pay off 
a sizable mortgage.   Dale has also served as president of the Board of 
Trustees, been active as a Spirit Builder on numerous projects and 
founded our church’s component of Laundry Love with Carole Stathus 
and B.G.  

B.G. may not have been directly involved in fund raising but she has 
served as a Lay Leader and a Trustee of the church.  She is also credited 
with starting Jesse Lee’s Stephen Ministry and the Committee of Twelve 
which focuses on hospitality programs of all types.  B.G. enjoys painting 
with the Spirit Builders and helping with interior decorating decisions at 
the church.  Reading weekly to preschoolers at the Interfaith Children’s 
Center also brings her great joy. 

Outside of the church, B.G., and her husband, have been on the Board of Directors for WeCAHR, CT Association 
for Human Rights and offer inclusion workshops.  B.G. is also a member of the Board of Directors for the Women’s 
Center in Danbury.   When B.G. and Dale see a need and they feel they can help, they do so.    

Upon entering the University of North Carolina, High Point, B.G. was a religion major/ education minor and a 
member of Kappa Delta.  Her first professional job was as the Director of Christian Education for the First 
Methodist Church in High Point.   After receiving her undergraduate degree, B.G. went on to get her masters at 
Western CT State University and her sixth year in administration from Southern CT State University.

After focusing on religious education, B.G. went on to teach 
at Fort Bragg and then came to Ridgefield where she taught 
at Farmingville, Veteran’s Park and Branchville elementary 
schools and East Ridge Middle School.  She taught 
kindergarten, grades three, four, five, and middle school.  For 
her outstanding success as a teacher, B.G. was named 
Ridgefield Teacher of the Year as well as one of ten 
semifinalists for the Connecticut Teacher of the Year Award.

B.G. was always known for her love of teaching and her 
creativity.  She never just delivered information, she engaged 
students in hands-on projects where she recreated different 
environments and time periods.  For example, B.G. loved 
working with the police department on the DARE program, 
with truckers in the Trucker Buddy Program, with Dr. Joe 
Ellis and high school students on a time capsule project and 
recreating colonial Ridgefield. 
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Dale & B.G.  Brown (cont.)

In addition to being named Ridgefield Teacher of the year, B.G. became nationally Board Certified, 
a certification few teachers ever achieve.  She also won the Union Carbide Compassionate Teacher 
Award and Celebration of Excellence award two times.  Due to her 
educational expertise, B.G. was asked to join the State Advisory 
Board for Special Education and served on numerous state 
committees as an elementary education consultant, and TEAM 
consultant and chief reviewer for beginning teachers.  B.G.’s name 
was held in high esteem all around the state. 
  
B.G. and Dale met while serving as student government officers 
at the University of North Carolina.   Their friendship grew as they 
worked on service-related projects, comforted each other when 
each of their mothers passed during their sophomore year, and 
when they found out they both had the same set of Spanish 
paintings in their parent’s living rooms.  B.G. was from North 
Carolina and Dale was from Manchester, CT. 

Although Dale began his career as a teacher he quickly changed to 
marketing for well-established educational publishers.  He was in 
management positions for Scholastic, D.C. Health, Simon and Schus-
ter, Taunton Press, Reader’s Digest, and Storey Publishers. His promotions meant several moves for the 
Browns from North Carolina, to Pennsylvania, to Massachusetts, and to Connecticut.
 
B.G. and Dale are extremely family oriented and spend much time with their children, grandchildren, 
and extended family.  The regular Brown family consists of Belynda (deceased), Meredith and Darren, 
and their children. The small chapel at Jesse Lee was dedicated to Belynda. The Browns will never be 
able to thank the church enough for their support during the most difficult of times with Belynda.  

Meredith went to the University of Richmond and married a classmate.  They now live in Hingham, MA 
where they raised three boys who are now in college except for the oldest who works for an 

international bank in Manhattan. Darren, the youngest Brown child, 
went to the University of Tennessee and works for the Town of 
Ridgefield.  He has two young daughters who bring great joy to the 
family.

The Brown family children continue a ministry of service in their 
own areas.  Meredith has begun a special needs athletic program in 
her town and Darren and his wife champion the rights of the 
disabled as well. Since retirement Dale has also become more 
active as an advocate for individuals at Southbury’s Group Home 
who want to become homeowners.   Not only are B.G. and Dale 
advocates for the disabled, they also have become guardians to 
several residents of group homes. 
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Dale & B.G. Brown (cont.)

The Brown’s extended family consists of Stacey Staaterman Feeney who 
came to live with the Browns when she was in sixth grade, a young man 
with special needs from Southbury Training Center, named Lenny, and 
Mrs. Weeks, their adopted grandmother. The Brown family with their 
big heart will never turn any deserving person away. 

B.G. and Dale love to vacation along the shore in North Carolina with 
the family. They feel that they still have a lot of Tar Heel in them and 
passionately follow Carolina basketball. B.G.’s license plate even says, 
UNCFAN. 

Fortunately, the Brown family continues to live in our area and 
actively participate in our church, even though part of their heart may 
lie in North Carolina. Religiously and educationally the Browns have greatly enriched our town, our 
church, and our lives. 

HISTORICAL PROFILE
PHINEAS C. LOUNSBURY

 
BY DARLA SHAW

When Jesse Lee Church was starting out in the 1800’s Phineas C. 
Lounsbury was there to help in so many ways.   As a successful 
businessman, 57th Governor of the State of Connecticut, and owner of 
the Lounsbury Mansion on Main Street, P.C. was very dedicated to his 
church. He belonged to Jesse Lee as well as St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
in N.Y.C. and was a big donor for both churches as well as Wesleyan 
University where he was on the Board of Trustees.

As early as 1882, P.C. Lounsbury lent his horses and buggies to the local 
minister and young children to go to Sunday school classes in small 
Methodist meeting houses in Lewisboro, the West Mountain Area and 
in the Scotland School/Tackora Trail area. Transportation was not easy 
at that time. 
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Phineas C. Lounsbury (cont.)

Then a little later, P.C. Lounsbury, Chairman of the Board of Trustees for Jesse Lee church, decided to offer 
matching funds in order to repair the church on the 
corner of Main Street and Catoonah Street. 
However, when he found that the parishioners had 
collected $1,700 dollars, he decided to add even more 
to the matching funds and try and do more than just 
repairs. While the new portions of the church were 
being built, church services were held in the Ridgefield 
Town Hall across the street. 

In 1883, thanks to P.C. Lounsbury, the new and mod-
ern Queen Anne Church with fine spires was open to 
serve its parishioners until 1964.  The new church had 
the usual one pulpit and lectern at each side of the 
chancel.  The choir stall was placed between the two 
pulpits, with an organ near the rear wall and a large 
rose window over the altar. The cost for this elaborate 
structure at the time was $12,000, of which P.C. Lounsbury donated around $8,000.   

In 1884, final construction on the new church was complete with P.C. Lounsbury footing the final portion 
of the bill and announcing that the church was now debt free.   While now “stepping up to the plate,” three 
times to date, P.C. Lounsbury would step up one more time to help the Jesse Lee congregation. This time 
his funding would be for major repairs caused by fire.

In 1899 a fire was started by lightning that struck the horse barns next to the church and stripped the 
shingles off both the steeples and jolted plaster from some of the church walls. With the help again of P.C. 
Lounsbury, tin was used for the reroofing, walls were replastered, and new church windows were installed. 
In addition to all this P.C. Lounsbury paid for new carpeting, fencing, and repainting of the exterior of the 
buildings. Without P.C. Lounsbury in its beginning, Jesse Lee might never have become the strong church it 
is today. 

P.C. Lounsbury was born in Ridgefield in 1841 on his parent’s farm, the Hickories, which is still a working 
farm in the Farmingville area. He was a good student who decided to become a soldier in the 17th 
Continental Regiment of the Civil War instead of going on to school.  
However, after only four months he became seriously ill and was given an 
honorable discharge with a pension. He refused the pension.   
Instead, having worked as a shoe clerk in his youth, P.C. Lounsbury 
decided to open his own shoe business with his younger brother, George.  

The Lounsbury Brothers Shoe Business of New Haven, and later South 
Norwalk was very successful and got P.C. Lounsbury into banking as well.   
Now having the money to build a big house on Main Street, P.C. did so on 
the land where the Community Center is now located.  P.C.’s first house, 
Grovelawn, was then jacked up and hauled across Governor’s Street to 
make way for his new house. Grovelawn stood on the spot where the 
RVNA is now located.
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Phineas C. Lounsbury (cont.)

P.C. Lounsbury’s new house was modeled after the Connecticut State House at the Chicago World’s Fair of 
1896. It contained gardens, orchards, a windmill, and ponds.  It took a staff of fourteen indoor servants and 
twelve outdoor workers to maintain the new estate. Today his second home still maintains his name and 
stands as a monument to P.C.’s greatness.

In 1874 P.C. Lounsbury was elected State Representative to the Connecticut Congress and then in 1886 
he became the 57th governor of our state. As governor he passed the law making it illegal for women and 
children under 16 to work more than 60 hours a week. He also helped pass the law that became known as 
the “three strikes, and you are out” law.  This law refers to people with prior felonies being more apt to get 
serious prison time with a third count. P.C. Lounsbury was only a one term governor as he decided not to 
run again. Instead, he became head of the Connecticut Merchant’s Exchange National Bank and purchased 
twenty-six acres and an Adirondack Great Camp in Racquette Lake, N.Y. His famous Echo Camp later be-
came a girl’s camp and then a tourist destination. P.C. enjoyed living next door to Durant, the well-known 
train baron. 
 
P.C. had a younger brother named George who also became a Connecticut Governor for one term. They 
were the only fraternal brothers to become governors in the State of Connecticut. George went to Yale 
University, became an Episcopal priest and joined P.C. in the shoe business. Both brothers were Republi-
cans with George in the Senate and P.C. in the House of Representatives.  

P.C. Lounsbury, Francis Martin and Jack Ward all left their mark on Jesse Lee Church as donors.  They were 
dedicated, insightful, and believed in helping others spiritually and financially. Our church is forever grateful 
to all three men and their efforts. 
(Photo Credit: Sharon Collins)
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NEWS
JESSE LEE CHURCH JOINS RIDGEFIELD DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND 

THE ASSOCIATION OF RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES IN DANBURY IN 
SHOEBOX HOLIDAY GIFT DRIVE

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Philanthropic Ridgefielders are Invited to Join the Effort Again This Year to 

Make Christmas Merry and Bright with Shoebox Gifts for Children and Seniors in Need 

Jesse Lee Church is continuing its 20+ year tradition of creating Shoebox Gifts for kids and seniors in need in 
our community. They are joining forces with the Town of Ridgefield Department of Social Services and The 
Association of Religious Communities in Danbury (ARC) to create and distribute these gift boxes in time for 
Christmas. 

Even though COVID cases are stabilizing in our area, 
the demand for these Shoebox Gifts remains high, so 
Jesse Lee is welcoming Shoebox Gift Donations from 
philanthropic Ridgefielders who want to help spread 
some holiday cheer this season. People who want to 
participate in this heartwarming tradition can leave 
their Shoebox Gifts at Jesse Lee Church, 207 Main 
Street in Ridgefield. The Shoebox Gift Donation 
Station is through the church’s double doors facing 
Main Street and people can drop gifts off anytime be-
tween November 1 and Sunday, November 21. 

All items must be new (not used). Gift givers can either 
purchase a pre-decorated shoebox from Michael’s or 
Christmas Tree Shop or wrap the top and bottom of 
a shoebox separately.  Please fill the shoebox full of 
approved items. Please don’t include weapons, items of 
war or easily breakable items such as glass.  Gift re-
ceipts may be included so that an exchange for size or color may be made.  Gift cards may also be included.  

You can visit jesseleechurch.com/shoebox to get detailed guidelines for your Shoebox gift and ideas for popular 
items for kids and seniors. Please use the SignUpGenius link you’ll find on this webpage to register the age and 
gender your gift was made for so we can make sure that everyone who needs a gift this season gets one. On the 
same webpage, you’ll also find downloadable labels you can print, fill out and tape to your box so we know who 
to give your Shoebox gift to. 

“We are so happy to continue our Shoebox tradition and to extend this opportunity to make a difference to 
people in need during the holidays to the whole town of Ridgefield this year,” explained Jennifer Mayette, the 
Shoebox Gifts coordinator. “The need for these Shoebox Gifts remains high and we know that together, Jesse 
Lee, the Town of Ridgefield Social Services, ARC of Danbury and generous givers throughout Ridgefield, can 
make a real difference to seniors and kids in need this year. THANK YOU in advance for participating!”

Remember to visit jesseleechurch.com/shoebox for more information and drop your gift off at the Jesse Lee 
Church Shoebox Donation Station at 207 Main Street on or before November 21. 
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STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN
“ Thanks to you...”

Thanks to you, Jesse Lee Church has continued to share the love of Christ in the world. It is through the gift 
of your time, talent and treasure that we have been able to reach out in a spirit of love to facilitate hope, 
help and healing in our community. 

This year, despite the challenges that come with a pandemic, Jesse Lee has made worship available both 
in-person and online, continued the its ministries and small groups and started a few new initiatives to 
reach out to the community. 

We have reached out to welcome 1,300 new residents to Ridgefield during this past year.  Each outreach 
activity and initiative comes with an invitation to our community to join us and people are starting to take 
us up on that. We have had new families attend worship with us, join us on Welcome Back Weekend, visit 
our pumpkin patch in record numbers this year, join our Youth group and reach out to us through social 
media about ways to get involved.

With your help, we were able to welcome Associate Pastor Thomas Stubbs and our new Director of 
Christian Education, Leticia Soltero, to fortify our Youth and Children’s ministries. Pastor Bill continues to 
offer leadership, programs and sermons that build on the strong foundation of faith that invites people 
to be part of all that Jesse Lee has to offer. Sarah Fox continues to build the Music Ministry at Jesse Lee 
engaging talented members and professionals to celebrate our faith through the power of music. Your help 
also allows our dedicated tech team to bring our worship services and concerts to people who prefer to 
enjoy them online.

We start our Stewardship season this year with so much to celebrate. Please be on the lookout for our 
video series highlighting several ways your contributions are helping to spread God’s love. You’ll find these 
on our homepage (scroll past the worship block and the “What’s Happening” block to get the latest videos 
or visit jesseleechurch.com/thanks-to-you to see all of them we’ve done so far) and on our Facebook and 
Instagram pages. Click on the image below to view the videos.

None of this would be possible without your continued support. Like many churches, we face challenges 
with the resources needed to maintain this stellar level of community outreach. We hope that this year you 
will prayerfully consider making an increased financial commitment to Jesse Lee Church on Stewardship 
Sunday, November 14, as well as a commitment to help your own personal ministry flourish by taking a leap 
of faith to serve God and each other this coming year. 
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2021 was a Banner Year at the Jesse Lee Pumpkin Patch!
By Elizabeth Rabinowitz, Chair of Church Council and Lead Pumpkin Patch Coordinator

The intersection of Main Street and King Lane once again 
became an important connection point in the life of 
Ridgefield.  For the past five weeks, our Pumpkin Patch has 
been a blaze of orange and the site for us to share an 
enthusiastic welcome and opportunity to showcase the 
heart of ministry of our faith community to eager visitors.  A 
delightful surprise is many families were first time visitors, 
having moved to Ridgefield over the last year.     

The exciting part of this year’s patch is that it has truly 
reflected a churchwide ministry.  More than 160 different 
people from across the Jesse Lee community -- ages 2 to 88 
-- participated in this outreach effort. Everyone had a part 
to play.  Some helped set up, others unloaded almost 5,000 
pumpkins and then we had an overwhelming number who 
served as greeters and helpers to those who came to 
purchase their pumpkins from our patch.  And let’s not forget 
the many who served quietly behind scenes to ensure the 
patch was in great shape and always ready for visitors. 
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Our patch is more than a place to purchase 
a pumpkin.  It has been a place to share the 
love of Christ.  Yes, we are eager to 
celebrate that we’ve sold two full 
truckloads of pumpkins and had record 
making sales of more than $58,000, yet the 
real value is the opportunity we have had 
to engage with the community with care 
and support as they helped us reach our 
desire to support a vulnerable 
community, the Navajo Nation, and to 
increase our reach in other areas of 
ministry and mission.

Thank you to everyone who came together 
to make this an extraordinarily wonderful 
year in the Jesse Lee Pumpkin Patch!
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Worship Survey Discussion
As you know, we have been doing surveys to determine the worship preferences of members of the 
Jesse Lee Church family. We also had a congregational zoom meeting last week to discuss this in 
greater depth.

There was overwhelming support to keep our worship services at 9AM and 11AM. There was also a 
large majority that wanted the 11AM service to remain a traditional worship service. Worship 
preferences at 9AM were mixed. The majority of survey respondents wanted to have a traditional 
worship service at 9AM. Respondents who preferred to have a contemporary worship service at 
9AM came in a close second. 

With so much enthusiasm for both traditional and contemporary worship at 9AM, we are committed 
to providing inspiring, faithful services.  This means we are identifying and preparing worship leaders 
(singers and musicians included) in order to make worship in each style available.

It will take some time to sort out how we can develop a quality worship service in each style. We will 
keep you apprised of our progress regarding the offering(s) at 9AM as we gain clarity about the best 
path forward. 

What we will be doing starting on November 7 is offering services at the following times:
• 8AM traditional communion worship service in the chapel
• 9AM worship service in the sanctuary
• 11AM traditional worship in the sanctuary that will be livestreamed and available on demand.

Thank you for your participation in this process of discernment. 
             ________________________________________________________________________________

Covenant Groups
Not your usual “small group.”

 
We are trying something new.  Over the next two 
weeks, we are launching three pilot Covenant Groups 
focused on transformation, not information.  We will 
come together to talk about our experiences with 
God, examining our lives through the lens of the 
gospel, focusing on our relationship with Christ and 
growing together in grace. 

Groups will be kept small, so space is limited.  We still 
have room for more participants in the Sunday night 
group (7-8PM). The pilot will run for 16 weeks and 
meet weekly.  You need not be a member of Jesse Lee 
to participate.

Curious?  Questions?  Interested?  Contact Elizabeth 
Rabinowitz, egrabinowitz@gmail.com, (203) 241-1729
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It was a Bright & Beautiful October
at Jesse Lee Day School

The Children at Jesse Lee enjoyed the beautiful 
weather and many visits to the Pumpkin Patch. The 
classes are busy practicing Halloween songs and 
looking forward to singing them to our families 
outside at the end of the month. We also participated 
in the “Fill a Bag, Feed a Family” campaign that 
Deborah Circle coordinated on behalf of The 
Association of Religious Communities of Greater 
Danbury. 
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We need your coats, hats, scarves and gloves!
Girl Scout Troop 50784 is collecting new and 
gently used coats, gloves, hats and scarves to 
give to those in need at the Dorothy Day House 
in Danbury. Last year we collected and distrib-
uted nearly 700 coats and thousands of hats, 
scarves and gloves to the Danbury community in 
need at Santa's Workshop, the Saturday before 
Christmas. Please spread the word to neighbors, 
friends and family - we are collecting donations 
of all sizes - infants to adults. (Important note: 
while all sizes are needed, we are in desperate 
need of children's outerwear!) There are so many 
in need of warmth! We have placed a collection 
box in front of the coat closet and ask for all 
donations to be dropped off at the church by 
December 14. If the coats are too heavy to trans-
port to Jesse Lee, we would also be happy to pick 
up the coats from your home.  Please contact 
Lindsay or Dayna Sierakowski at 203- 470-4979 
to schedule a pick-up. Thank you in advance for 
your help.

 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                                   Boy Scout Troop 76
                           Annual Holiday Wreath Sale
                    www.bsatroop76ctwreathsales.com
        or hold your phone’s camera to this QR Code

Beautiful, Fresh Pine Wreaths, 
pre-decorated with a red bow and pinecones. 

    Item     Cost per item 
18 inch wreath  $22.00 
24 inch wreath  $27.00 
30 inch wreath  $40.00 
25 feet pine roping  $25.00 
50 feet pine roping  $45.00 
75 feet pine roping  $65.00 
The Boy Scouts will have a table with their wreaths set up under the Bridge on November 28 so 
please support their good work! All proceeds help Troop with expenses associated with camp-
ing, general expenses, and local service projects.  Thank you for your support.
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MINISTRIES
A message from Leticia

Director of Christian Education

 Greetings Beloveds!

I want to take a moment to thank you for such a warm welcome! I am delighted to meet you all and 
cannot wait to be able to get to know each other! 

I will share with you a little bit about what I have been up to with our children. We hold Sunday School 
at 9:00 a.m. outside, under a tent, wearing masks, with hand sanitizers handy. Stay tuned for updates 
about perhaps migrating to the indoor covered porch as temperatures drop. We plan on having the 
doors open and air purifiers going for added safety regarding ventilation.  

Currently, we are studying Noah and Moses. We are divided into two teams: The Noah team and the 
Moses team. Each side has been tasked to prepare a script, backdrop, and create characters (puppets) 
for the selected Bible verses and then finally… “filming” day! That is right, we have wonderful footage 
of our kiddos in action acting out their own scripts! After we complete this lesson, we will be diving 
into the Ten Commandments and what they mean to our present daily lives. Many thanks to Deb Ahle, 
Kerry Marino, Todd Carpenter and all the faithful parents that lend a hand, and Jose and Lawrence for 
pitching in with set up and take down each Sunday. Check out some images below.
• On October 29th 130 people came together for Movie Night in the Pumpkin Patch! We watched 

It’s the Great Pumpkin Charlie Brown and had such a fun time!
• Soon we will be working on the Shoebox Project. I will keep you posted on that.  
• Additionally, preliminary plans are in motion for a Christmas Pageant which we hope will have 

in-person elements and virtual as well. We would like to include kids of all ages. What an exciting 
time!

• We are discussing plans for re-opening the Nursery for babies and toddlers! Look out for more 
information on the specifics of that news.

If you would you like to be part of the joyful time teaching or shepherding our children, I would like to 
hear from you.

Feel free to contact me anytime at: Leticia@JesseLeeChurch.com

By God’s grace, 

Leticia 

“For Jesus, there are no countries to be conquered, no ideologies to be imposed, no people to be 
dominated. There are only children, women, and men to be loved.”
~Henri Nouwen
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THANK YOU, JESSE LEE, FOR YOUR 
CONTINUED SUPPORT

The Danbury Public Defender’s office recently requested Laundromat pay cards to distribute to 
their clients in need.  This note of appreciation was shared with all 10 faith communities that support 
Laundry Love of Greater Danbury.    

The note was written by a social worker in Danbury’s Public Defender’s office. It provides witness to 
the impact you are making:

“Thank you so much for the Laundry Love bags.  Many of our clients are homeless, and others are single 
mothers.  The bags went quickly and were received with much gratitude.

The Laundry Love bags also brought attention and compassion to this 
issue among the courthouse personnel.  When we connect as individuals 
and learn about one another’s lived experiences, we build empathy and 
can more deeply understand the plight of our neighbors and those who 
are underserved among us.  Many people in the courthouse never really 
appreciated the difficulty people experience just to have access to clean 
clothes. 

 I made a sign from the national Laundry Love website to explain what Laundry Love is and how to use the 
cards.  All of our bags are gone already.  We stressed on our sign and in person when they were handed out, 
the importance of redeeming the card. Hopefully, everyone will follow through and we can get more bags 
next month.”

 Thanks for your caring hearts and role modeling compassion!

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Deborah Circle and ARC thank you for participating in 

“FILL A BAG ~ FEED A FAMILY”!    

Food insecurity continues to be a problem for neighbors in the 
Greater Danbury area. When we asked for your help to donate 
bags of groceries and diapers, you stepped forward. 

And thanks to the families of Jesse Lee Day School students 
who heard about “Fill a Bag, Feed a Family,” and also partici-
pated. Together, we donated more than 50 bags of food!!

Well done, good and faithful servants. 

22



LEARN ABOUT NATIVE AMERICANS and 
ENJOY A SWEET BREAD EXCHANGE

It will almost be Thanksgiving when Deborah Circle meets on 
Wednesday, November 17 at 9:30a.m. in the Carriage House.

What better time to learn about our Native Americans and 
exchange a loaf of your favorite sweet bread? You will be 
more than ready for the holiday!

Learn about the Native Americans of upstate New York. 
Elaine Winward will be speaking about her experiences with 
Native Americans on the reservation. Her husband Dan’s 
mother was Mohawk. Elaine and her husband traveled to the 

reservation for many years, starting back in the early 1970’s. 
They loaded their VW bus and brought clothing and other 
items to those in need. Elaine will share stories and 
experiences of their wonderful relatives and friends on the 
“Rez”. 

A sweet quick bread exchange will take place following 
Elaine’s talk. Please bake and bring one or two loaves of 
your favorite recipe to exchange with a Deborah Circle 
member. Is it banana? Cranberry orange? Chocolate-
chocolate chip? Gingerbread? This will be a fun bake-and-
bring event. 

Any questions? Please contact Ronda Lanzi at 
203-984-3379 or email rlanzi@optonline.net. 

(See below for photos of the Deborah Circle meeting in 
October where they made pretty pumpkin planters)
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SPIRIT BUILDERS
It was a busy month for Jesse Lee’s Spirit Builders.  Besides building 
access ramps for people on the first Saturday of the month, Spirit 
Builders’ “Thursday Work Group” also built several ramps during the 
month of October.

The stories of the ramp recipients are all different, but they overlap in 
that being stuck in your house is demoralizing and scary.  Our volunteers 
are always met with profound appreciation.  

It seems that “The System” of safety net is difficult to navigate.  But 
judging need is not part of Spirit Builders’ screening process for deciding 
who to build ramps for.  It 

turns out that people do not ask for ramps for sport.  If they ask for 
a ramp, it is because they need a ramp.

Should they pay? That is between them and God.  We do not 
pretend to be able to make those judgements for people.  We just 
know that God will provide from who can pay.  People contribute 
what they think they can.

And why do the volunteers spend the first Saturday of some months 
building ramps, some people ask?...

Because we can.

SPIRIT BUILDERS: Voicemail thanks from a grateful customer
Oct 22, 2021
Oh good morning Peter, it’s Cynthia calling.  We got home late last night – his infusion ended up being two 
infusions – and when we got home, it was dark and I was just a little nervous.  I couldn’t believe what I saw!  
This ramp is more than a ramp, it’s happening and I can’t believe it!  It’s a work of art.  I have never in my mind 
expected anything as spectacular as this! Thank you so much, but can you give me a call and we can talk about 
the financial end of this?  But I still can’t believe you did this in one day!  Thank you so much and I look forward 
to your call.  
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OUTREACH COMMISSION UPDATE - SAFEWALK
On October 3rd, members of Shir Shalom Congregation, St. Stephens, 
Ridgefield Rotary, Fairfield County Bank, Neumann Real Estate, and 
our own Jesse Lee came together to perform the SafeWalk, an annual 
fundraiser and awareness-raising event for the Women’s Center of 
Greater Danbury.  The SafeWalk is normally a large event held at the 
Danbury Fair Mall but could not be held there this year because of 
COVID.  Jesse Lee has a long history of supporting the events of the 
Women’s Center, and several members of our congregation tend to 
the exterior of their emergency shelter in Danbury.  

Working with the synagogue, we devised a walk plan that took par-
ticipants from our Jesse Lee fire pit, to the synagogue on Peaceable 
Street, and then to return for s’mores and songs at the fire.  It was a 
wonderful ecumenical and inclusive expression.  We had about forty 
walkers in total across the teams!

In addition to our church’s sponsorship (funded by our Christmas of-
ferings last year) and individual contributions, our coming together as 
several different groups across Ridgefield raised an additional $1,600 
that Sunday!  This was enough to put the Women’s Center over their 
final target goal of $75,000.

The Women’s Center provides counseling, education, and services to 
those affected by domestic violence and sexual assault, all offered at 
no cost to the recipient thanks to generous community support.  We 
are thrilled at this turnout and are hopeful that it continues our trend 
of being engaged with other organizations and individuals in our community that share our values of service to 
others.  Here are photos of the event, outside our own chapel and the main building of Shir Shalom.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

It was back to school in September for kindergartners through post 
graduate students.  That means changing schedules for some, it 
means packing up and leaving home for the first time for others plus 
empty nests for the first time for some parents.  Most of all, it means 
adjustments for all experiencing the back to school event.  But no 
one challenges the benefit of learning and we all can appreciate the 
opportunity of learning throughout our lifetime.  There are so many 
subjects to learn and so many sources for that learning.  At an early 

age we begin learning at home, then school, church and through life experiences.  All topics and sourc-
es of learning are important and instrumental for a happy and successful life. Home training is essen-
tial, a formal education has many benefits and spiritual learning provides a foundation for a whole-
some, rewarding, secure and healthier life.  Other than family we receive our best spiritual life learning 
from church.  Family can provide the basis for and support of proper religious training but the church is 
where that training is confirmed and expanded.  We need to ensure that the opportunity for spiritual 
learning is always available through the church which can be accomplished by supporting the Jesse Lee 
Legacy Fund (JLLF) with a gift now and/or leaving a bequest in your will.  More information is available 
on the church website (jesseleechurch.com) under Give/Legacy Fund.
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FINANCIAL COMMENTARY 
Thank you for your continued support of Jesse Lee 

Church. Your gifts of time, talent and treasure help us 
continue to navigate these times and position us to 

spread God’s great word in our community.  
 

We just kicked-off our Stewardship season. Please be 
on the lookout for our Thanks to You videos on social 

media and for your Stewardship Card in the mail. 
 
YTD Inflows higher than budget  
 One-time giving 
 Timing: families giving earlier in year 

Expenses lower than budget 
 Properties – lower utility costs and maintenance 

costs, primarily due to lower usage 
 Personnel – changes in staffing; Note: this trend 

has changed in the 2nd half of the year with the 
hiring of Associate Pastor and Christian 
Education roles 

 
Reminder: budgeted for $140k deficit spending at 
December ‘20 Charge Conference 
 3rd Quarter forecast for full year 2021 deficit is 

~$60k (~$80k better than budget) 
 Reserves exist to cover deficit spending  

 
Per Charge Conference discussion 
 Longer-term deficit spending will need to be 

addressed via new sources of funds and/or cost 
savings 

 We must balance the important work Jesse Lee 
has invested in for so long, while working within 
our available resources 
 

Note: Excluded from the charts on this page are Use 
of Donations and Grants, and Use of Funds set aside 
in prior years. These additional details are available in 
the quarterly financial reports (see following page). 
 
For questions, please contact our Treasurer Ginny 
Konopka at ginny@jesseleechurch.com or  
203-438-8791  x111. 
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QUARTERLY FINANCIALS 

For those interested in more detail: 
 
Jesse Lee Memorial UMC  Sources of       Directed    
Nine Months Ending Sept 30, 2021   Operating       Donations      Increase to         Actual 
$ in Thousands     Income       Received      “Reserves”          Total 
   
Sources of Funds   
Unrestricted Giving  $    493          $    493  
Fundraising            3                      3    
Facility Donations        100                100 
Rental Income, net          20                 20 
Investment Income            1                             30                31  
Personnel Grant            -               75                 -                  75 
Other Directed Donations            -                  36               -                  36 
Total Inflows  $    617         $   111         $   30         $   758  
       
     Use of           Use of       Use of Funds  
  Operating         Directed        Set aside in       Total   
    Sources       Donations      Prior Years       Actual  
Uses of Funds  
Personnel Costs  $    342        $     2        $      98         $   442  
Property Maintenance         165             10                 2              177  
Largest Maintenance Projects            -                 3                19                22  
Conference Apportionments          96               -                    -                  96  
Programs and Music           15             11                26                52 
Missions and Outreach            -                 -                    4                    4 
Office Expenses          25               -                    -                  25   
Total Outflows        643              26              149               818  
   
Inc(dec) to cash flow and other reserves $      (26)        $  85         $  (119)     $(60) 
 
Inflows: 
 $617k in operating income from unrestricted giving, facility donations and rental of a parsonage  
 $75k received for personnel grants (set aside for future months) 
 36k of other directed donations, primarily spirit builder donations and donated landscaping 
 Investment values increased $30k in the first 9 months of the year  
Outflows: 
 Regular operating expenses were $26k higher than operating inflows 
 $26k of the directed donations received were used, primarily for spirit builder ramp building and 

landscaping along the driveway, leaving $87k to be used in the future, primarily for specified 
personnel expenses 

 $149k of funds set aside in previous years were used: 
 personnel grants from prior years ($98k) 
 use of donations from prior years, designated for our largest maintenance projects ($19k), 

primarily sanctuary carpeting and painting projects 
 use of other designated donations from prior years, 

primarily Mark Rand funds for music, a Communication grant and spirit builder donations 
 
Total for the first nine months of the year, we have spent $60k more than we took in.  Although this 
reduces our total reserves, as noted on the previous page, this is less of a decrease than we originally 
budgeted for the first 9 months (original budget was a reduction of reserves of ~$140k).  If you have 
any questions, please contact our Treasurer Ginny Konopka at ginny@jesseleechurch.com or 203-
438-8791  x111. 
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OUR PEOPLE
Rev. Dr. William B. Pfohl
Rev. Dr. Roy Hassel
Rev. Thomas Stubbs
Rev. Maria Pia Seirup
Sarah Fox 
Leticia Soltero
Jenni Mason
Kerry Marino 
Ginny Konopka
Heidi Yeranossian
Dale Silenok
José Granados
Lawrence Soltowski

Senior Pastor
Pastor Emeritus
Associate Pastor
Deacon
Music Director 
Director of Christian Education
Middle School Youth Ministry
Interim Director of Children’s Ministry
Treasurer
Communications Manager
Administrative Coordinator
Sextons
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