
JESSE LEE
CHURCH

September 2021 Issue

THE SPIRE
      OCTOBER 2021



CONTENTS

02

04
07

04

From Our 
Pastor’s Desk

Heart of the 
Matter @ JLC

John & Donna 
Ward

09 Roy Hassel

12

Pumpkin 
Patch is 
Open

14

Mission, Vision 
& Core Values

15 "For the Love of 
Music"

16 Spiritual Gifts  

SafeWalk

16
17

Fill a Bag, Feed 
a Family

Spirit 
Builders

Thomas 
Appointment &  
Leticia Soltero

07 09 11 13 18

21

22 Financial 
Commentary

Deborah  Circle

Lighthouse 
Article

20
03 Worship with Us

13

Jesse Lee 
Day School 

21

19

Welcome Back 
Weekend18



FROM OUR PASTOR’S DESK
Now the whole group of those who believed were 
of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 
ownership of any possessions, but everything they 
owned was held in common. With great power the 
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them 
all.  There was not a needy person among them, for 
as many as owned lands or houses sold them and 
brought the proceeds of what was sold.  They laid 
it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to 
each as any had need. Acts 4:32-35

Thirty-five years ago, I graduated from Trinity College in 
Hartford after four years of study, fellowship, and a lot 
of basketball. On October 2nd I will again be with many 
of my former teammates at the College’s Athletic Hall of 
Fame induction ceremony.  My roommate Ken Abere, a 
division 3 all American, and lawyer today, will be ac-
knowledged for his tremendous career as will our coach 
Stan Ogrodnick. Both of these men are outstanding 
persons who applied hard work to considerable talent 
and experienced the success that often follows such in-
vestments.  We will tell that story together over dinner, 
but the deeper story is revealed in a team record over 
our 4 years in which we won 87 games and only lost 15, 
winning 3 Conference championships.  We had super-
stars, but that is not all we had.  We had a team that was 
committed to being a team.

The church is the body of Christ.  Christ is the 
player-coach, if you will, and he (as God) is the super-
star for lack of a better metaphor.  He can take over 
the game if and when he chooses, but rarely does he.  
He invites us, his beloved teammates to play our roles 
and share in the victory.  In the Book of Acts we get a 
picture of a church whose compassion was toward all of 
its members and also looked to serving and loving those 
outside its fellowship.  This commitment was revealed 
in the way they understood authority over material 
goods, their time and their talent.  The model of team 
has always informed my notion of church.  There is a 
temptation for individual players to try and “get theirs.”  
To forsake the team in order to achieve individual acco-
lades: more points, or fancy highlights for the local news.  
The momentary benefit of this pursuit is obvious, and 
many choose it, but that is not how championships are 
won, or records like 87-15 emerge.  The larger and lon-

ger success requires that the team be valued above 
individual honors. The players must follow the coach 
and assume the roles assigned. 

“Team Jesse Lee” is emerging into a new season. In 
hope that the worst of Covid is behind us, we are 
preparing for a disciple making future in which the 
love of Jesus forms us and our faith is lived out.  
To be formed doesn’t just mean that we can state 
church goals, but that we are committed to practice 
and playing.  There are leadership roles and prag-
matic responsibilities.  Each of us is equipped to play 
our game in service to the coach and team, and it 
is important that we do.  There are three important 
ways that we each play our role.  1) We look for 
ways that our time and talent can be put to faithful 
service in the church and among the fellowship of 
believers. What is your ministry at and through Jesse 
Lee? 2) We look for the ways our time and talent can 
advance the call of Christ beyond the official church 
circles.  How am I revealing that Jesus is my Lord at 
work, play, in family, among friends? 3) We put the 
resources that are at our disposal, through the grace 
of God and our work, in the team’s collective pool.  
We answer the question, how will I give in response 
to God’s generosity to me?

I believe that tithing to the church, giving 10%, is 
the best foundational way to inform myself of where 
my priorities are.  Yes, the church needs resources, 
but teammates also need to play with each other.  
Perhaps 10% of your income is too much of a leap 
at this moment for an entire year, so perhaps you 
would consider trying a tithe for 3 months or on 
something else, perhaps investment capital gains of 
this past year, or a bonus.  We are entering a new 
season and our commitment to God and to each 
other will impact how our team plays.  At the ulti-
mate “Hall of Fame banquet, Jesus will preside, and I 
hope we all hear him say to us, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant.” I am honored to be assistant to the 
ministers at Jesse Lee and hope that we will please 
our coach this season. 
Peace, 
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The Heart of the Matter
@ Jesse Lee Church

Sarah and her brothers

The Heart of the Matter at Jesse Lee Church is to serve 
God, share our love of Christ in the world, constantly 
grow in faith and live into the full potential God gave us. 
Fall is a special time at Jesse Lee Church because there 
are so many opportunities to actively pursue all of these 
things. 

As our program year begins, so do many small groups, 
courses, events and activities. Right now, we have real 
pumpkins back in our pumpkin patch at King Lane and 
Main Street that raises money for our mission partners 
in the Navajo Nation. We have teams of people getting 
ready for SafeWalk, an annual fundraiser that Jesse Lee 
sponsors to raise money to support the Women’s Center 
of Danbury and their efforts to help people struggling 
with domestic violence. Deborah Circle is working on an 
October campaign with the Association of Religious Com-
munities in Greater Danbury called “Fill a Bag, Feed a Family.” This program offers everyone at Jesse 
Lee an opportunity to make a difference by giving groceries, love and care to help solve the problem 
of food scarcity in our community. Jesse Lee Music has started up choir rehearsals and is preparing for 
a concert series called “For the Love of Music” in October. Children’s and Youth Ministries are offer-
ing ways for the younger members of our church, and their families, to get involved at JLC. Pastor Bill 
is just finishing up a five-week study on the first five of John Wesley’s famous Sermon on the Mount 
series. He is also offering Growing Self classes throughout the Fall and has just rescheduled a five-week 

course on spiritual gifts to run in October. This course 
helps people discern what on earth they are here for. 
When you add in all the small group activities, Bible 
studies and worship services, there is A LOT going on 
at Jesse Lee Church!

The most important thing about ALL of these things 
is this: each one offers an onramp for people to get 
engaged, find their calling and build their faith. Each 
one of us is uniquely made to do work in the world 
that God created us to do. The challenge is figuring 
out what that work is. Jesse Lee offers so many ways 
to deepen our relationship with God, work to emulate 
Jesus and discover what we are called to do.
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Step one is engagement. When people get involved 
in various activities and begin building friendships, 
they are laying a solid foundation that facilitates 
growth.  Friendships forged at church are critical 
because we learn from each other, give and receive 
love and support to one another and expand our faith 
by working on it together. This is just one of many 
beautiful elements of being part of the body of Christ. 
You are never alone. God supplies you with the right 
people, at the right time and in the right way to learn, 
grow and thrive together. 

Getting engaged not only helps make connections 
with each other inside the church, it also offers the 
opportunity to connect with people who currently are 
not connected to a church but might want to be. When 
you get involved in activities at church, you make 
space for the Holy Spirit to work in you and through 
you to touch others. In Philippians 2:13, we learn, “It 
is God who works in you to will and to act in order to 

fulfill his good purpose.” That is possible when we show up with an open mind, a willing heart, and a desire to 
recognize Christ in the eyes of all the people we meet. Stay open to the ways God might be using you to bring 
someone else closer to Him. For example, working in the pumpkin patch is about connecting with people, 
one-on-one as much as it is about raising money for our Navajo Nation mission partners. A welcoming smile, 
a helping hand and/or a kind word is the most important gift we can offer to anyone in the pumpkin patch, or 
wherever else our travels take us. Working in the pumpkin patch, or whatever you choose to do at Jesse Lee 
can quickly move from feeling like an obligation to fulfill into a ministry you are meant to develop. The more 
you try different things, the more insight you glean about where and how you feel called to serve God and 
serve others. This spiritual journey of self-discovery not only brings you closer to God, it also adds depth and 
meaning to life that can only be found through faith.

Greater engagement leads to step two on the path of 
finding out what God created us to be and do. Everyone 
is created by God to accomplish something specific. There 
is nothing random or careless about our creation. There is 
a divine design behind who we are and the challenge is to 
pay attention, look for clues about what God has in mind for 
us and take action to build on what we are created for to 
serve God well. Notice what you like (and what you dislike). 
Identify what you are good at and cultivate that. Get clear 
and comfortable about who you are. Your personality is 
loaded with clues about what you are here to do. Also, take 
an inventory of your experiences. Which ones resonated 
with you and why? All of these play a big role in identifying 
what you were created to do and be, but perhaps the 
most telling indicators lie in your spiritual gifts.  These are 
capabilities that are part of our DNA, given to us by God. 
None of these things are easy to find, identify or discern. 
Tackle each one with intention. Put your heart into it. This is 
an opportunity to live life on a deeper level. By doing so, 
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your existence changes and you are trans-
formed. Growing Self classes that are run-
ning through the Fall and the Spiritual Gifts 
course that starts on October 13 offer road-
maps for this process of self-discovery with 
an experienced guide in Pastor Bill.

Another step you can take on the path to 
self-discovery is expecting God to grow 
your faith as you open to new possibilities 
and power. The same way an athlete trains 
under a coach and offers his/her body so as 
to reach peak performance, so must we par-
ticipate in the training of our spirits as God 
brings strength, flexibility and resilience. The 
more time we invest in opening to God, the 
more God’s love fills and transforms us to 
reflect Jesus in our lives. We grow to more 
closely resemble the Lord. From the per-
spective of enhancing our spiritual capacity, 
this process can be very rewarding, and 
practical. Significant challenges are a part of 
every life. We don’t always see them coming 
and we aren’t always ready for them, but God is not surprised. Learning to trust God can lead to developing spiri-
tual strength, mental toughness and physical grit. Enabled by grace we are better equipped to not only weather the 
storms that are an inevitable part of life, but also to be an encouragement to others who may be navigating in fear 
of shipwreck. God equips you for the calling(s) God places on your heart and you are blessed to be a blessing.

We are at a place in life and in the world where so 
many of us are truly exhausted. There is no denying 
that. But if you use this to postpone taking that first 
step out in faith, you deny yourself the opportunity 
to be moved and guided by the Holy Spirit into the 
biggest adventure life has to offer. Now is the time to 
say “YES!” to your spiritual walk with God and Jesus 
that enables you to live into the fullness of what you 
were created for. 

Please prayerfully consider starting this journey by 
saying “YES!” to working in the Pumpkin Patch, to 
taking a Growing Self or Spiritual Growth class, diving 
into a Bible study or joining a small group. Perhaps 
serving in one of these ministries might help you 
learn God’s plan for you. Whatever you do, please do 
it with the intention of discovering what the heart 
of the matter is for you! And know that Jesse Lee 
Church is here for you on this journey, every step of 
the way. 



SENIOR SPOTLIGHTJOHN & DONNA WARD
by Darla Shaw
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Few people have contributed as much in volunteer time to 
Jesse Lee as John Ward, master carpenter and cabinet maker. 
Jesse Lee is also important to John as through the church he 
met his second wife, grew spiritually, and made many lasting 
friendships. 

When John was first drawn to Jesse Lee, he knew no one. 
However, he shortly met Bruce Gilliam who worked for IBM 
and previously sold him a computer system fifteen years be-
fore. At the time John was a chemical engineer for American 
Cyanamid in Stamford, CT. Bruce not only welcomed John into 
the church, but knowing of his carpentry skills, told him about 
the Appalachian Service Project. John was immediately 
interested in this project and now has the church record for 
participation in ASP for 36 years. 

Over the last forty years, John, along with Peter Seirup, another 
volunteer, has been responsible for renovating the Carriage 
House as a parsonage and meeting place, doing major repairs 
on all church buildings, constructing the new passageway 

between our church building and Wesley Manor, and building furniture for the church. John’s most difficult project was the 
table in the Narthex and the table with the leaves near the front door of the church. No matter what room you find 
yourself in that is part of the church, there will be work done by John Ward. John’s next project is making a puppet stage for 
the church.   

In addition to remodeling rooms and building furniture that perfectly meshes with its environment, John is most proud of his 
work with Spirit Builders and ASP. John is amazed at the rapid growth of young people taking part in ASP and how effective 
the program has become regarding building skills and changing attitudes. Memories for John regarding ASP include making 
outhouses for families that were nicer than some of their homes. He also remembers our students burying coins in the dirt 
around the outhouse so that the young children of the home would think they were finding treasures.  

Another time John remembers a man who wanted to sell his prized posses-
sion, a shot gun, to pay for dinner for the ASP workers to repay them for all 
their work. In some of the ASP homes there is only one bedroom, so build-
ing a bedroom with a closet for the children was a big step upwards for 
families. The group also needed to sometimes build an additional bedroom 
as in the south siblings of a different sex are not allowed to share the same 
bedroom.

According to John, one of the most difficult jobs for ASP is when the family 
can’t pay the electric bill. This means that all sawing must take place at the 
ASP headquarters, which is not always nearby. When this happens you only 
hope you have measurements that are correct. 
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ASP credits John with starting the traditional ice cream 
social a week after the trip. John loves ice cream, 
especially cookie dough, has become a connoisseur of 
sorts and likes to incorporate it in many of his projects. 
John also remembers the tradition of the “Chinese fire 
drill” on the trips to and from Appalachia. When the 
students needed exercise, the cars would stop, line up 
and one by one each student would race around all the 
cars. As the group got larger, this tradition had to stop. 
The ice cream social continues, however.

John has had no formal training in construction and 
cabinet work. He says it all just comes out of his head. 
His undergraduate degree was in chemical engineering 
from the University of Illinois and his doctorate was also 

in chemical engineering from Oregon State University. John was originally from the Chicago area.  

John met his second wife, Donna, while working a teenage retreat at Jesse 
Lee. Donna was volunteering in the kitchen and John was the photogra-
pher. At the time John had four children and Donna had two. Now John and 
Donna have 13 grandchildren together and one great granddaughter, Camil-
la.  Their grandchildren reside in California, New Jersey, Illinois, Florida and 
Connecticut. John and Donna greatly value the time with their grandchildren 
and take each one individually on a special tour. The couple will also always 
remember exchanging their vows with Pastor Bill.  

Since Donna worked for Tauck 
Tours in Westport, CT for thirty 
years, she has traveled exten-
sively all over the world. While 
in Westport she was continually 
“rubbing shoulders” with Paul 
Newman. In addition to travel, 
Donna loves to walk along Com-
po Beach and watch and listen to 
the children, paint at the Silver-
mine School of Arts, and garden. 
Since being married to John, she 
has taken him on over twenty 
amazing tours to the most exotic of places. Prior to touring with 
Donna, John was a skipper on his pontoon boat and always loved 
being on the sea. Now their sea trips are together. Their next trip, 
hopefully, will be on the Rhine River with friends from Jesse Lee.

John is very low key about what he has done for the church and 
wants to give much of the credit to Peter Seirup, whom he sees as 
a son. He says that together they can solve almost any problem and 

make it work. John also feels that he in some small way has impacted the lives of many young people who have 
taken part in ASP over his 36 years.  



A Profile of Pastor Roy Hassel
By Dr. Darla Shaw

Roy Hassell was Jesse Lee’s pastor from 1972 until 1989. 
After serving in Ridgefield, Roy went on to become the 
Methodist District Superintendant for a large part of 
Connecticut for many years. Prior to retirement Roy served as 
the pastor for the Methodist Church in Westport, CT. 

Despite the financial problems, racial situations, and serving 
during the time of the Viet Nam War, Roy has only very 
positive memories of working with the parishioners at Jesse 
Lee. In fact, many of his best friends today are from his 
days in Ridgefield. These friends continue to visit him in his 
summer home on Lake Willis in Wells, N.Y. in the Adirondacks 
and in Hartsdale, N.Y.  

In addition to building a strong sense of community in the church, Roy early on felt the need to 
establish a strong youth group. Upon his arrival there were only 8 to 12 youth members but when 
he left, there were between 60 to 80 involved young people. This increase in youth membership 
was due to a regular schedule of events that appealed to the area youth. The programs included an 
annual Passion Play, musical groups, alumni reunions, special holiday functions, service work in the 
community, discussion groups, and movies dealing with critical issues of the day.

After taking his youth group to a hockey tournament in a less affluent community, Roy noticed how 
entitled his group was and how they knew almost nothing about people in a different financial range. 
It was at this point that Roy decided to investigate the Appalachian Service Project so that his youth 
could experience what life was really like in different parts of the United States. His first ASP group 
included 80 students and adults. The ASP population at Jesse Lee has now increased over the years 
to almost 300 participants each summer. 

Roy’s favorite story from the ASP program took place while 
building an outhouse. First the group dug a deep hole and then 
next to it built a beautiful, heavy outhouse.  The problem was 
that the outhouse was too heavy to move over the hole, so the 
original hole had to be filled in and a new hole dug where the 
outhouse had already been constructed. 

Regarding ASP, Roy also felt that the people who worked so 
hard all week should be celebrated as they came back to town. 
This was done through multiple Burma Shave type signs along 
the route home and numerous greeters. This tradition is still 
followed today. 
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While Roy was establishing new programs for the youth, he was also initi-
ating new travel programs for the congregation. On at least four occasions 
Roy took groups to Israel with side trips to Egypt. So many people today 
say that if it had not been for Roy and his trips, they would never have 
gone abroad.  

Every church hates to see their members leave for other communities 
across the country, so Roy felt that the church needed to give these peo-
ple a special send off.  This send off was called his Recommitment Cere-
mony and consisted of giving recognition to the people who were leaving 
through prayer, scripture, farewell comments from the parishioners and 
comments from the family leaving the congregation. Roy would also make 
a connection with the local Methodist Church in the area to which the 
family was moving, so along with closure came a new welcome.  

In dealing with fund raising Roy established a stairway program of pay-
ment each week called The Dynamic Stewardship Program. The parishio-
ner would start on step one of giving and talk about his/her possible final 
goal. He/she would then figure out incrementally how much more money 
they should be giving each year. This helped so many people in the church 
to budget accordingly.  

During the time that Roy was pastor of Jesse Lee, Francis Martin was a 
major contributor to the church.  Not only did Francis make major contri-
butions to the various construction projects and loans, but Francis also 
kept a “slush fund” for families in need at Jesse Lee. When Francis got 
seriously injured barrel jumping on skates at Lake Mamanasco, the congre-
gation grieved deeply.  

Roy was very community minded and liked to take part in what ever was 
going on in town. When the Reenactment of the Battle of Ridgefield was 
taking place and everything was authentic, down to dirt on the roads, Roy 
was in the bell tower taking photos. He and everyone else was shocked 
when a boy left his bicycle leaning again the Hawley House fence and ru-
ined a terrific photo opportunity right at the height of the battle.  

During the reenactment, the service group at Jesse Lee decided to sell 
hot dogs on the front lawn of the church.  Since almost every other orga-
nization in town also decided to make money selling hot dogs that day, 
this fund-raising event turned out to be a money loser instead of a money 
maker.  

For the 200th anniversary of Jesse Lee Church, Roy donned colonial clothing 
and rode a horse from the Ridgefield Town Hall to the church. He was taking 
on the role of Jesse Lee who started his ministry as a circuit rider and preach-
er.  
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Another strong memory for Pastor Roy was a Thanksgiving interfaith service at Jesse Lee one Novem-
ber.  There had been a big ice storm previously and during the service, when the rabbi was speaking, 
a huge roar was heard. The ice from one roof had thawed enough to move from one roof to the other 
causing big gashes in the Harold Ritch Roof. These gashes, in turn, resulted in major leakages. Anyone 
who was at that service still talks about it today.  

No one was happier than Roy when he 
learned that Pastor Bill had been chosen to 
take over the church.  Roy knew that Bill, 
along with his compassion, had the abili-
ty to preach, be an artful storyteller, and 
come up with the most innovative pro-
grams of any pastor he knew. Roy reads the 
Spire each month and is awestruck by the 
new projects being taken on by the church 
on a regular basis.  

In August of 2021, Roy and his beautiful 
wife, Judy, celebrated their sixtieth wed-
ding anniversary in Wells, at the Hassel 
Castle. Several people from Jesse Lee were present. The couple met while at Drew Seminary in New 
Jersey and both have a continuous smile on their faces and very positive attitudes.   They produced 
four amazing children who are all involved in a life of service. 

Roy and Judy’s oldest son is now the CEO of the 
Lazarus Project, a non-profit helping people with 
housing, jobs, finances, shelter and food. Jeffrey 
has also established missions in Lithuania, Guate-
mala and in other foreign countries in need. Jeff’s 
sister, Sue, is working in Reading, Pennsylvania 
helping the second spouse in a family supplement 
the family income through finding new careers. 
One of the twins is in interior design and helping 
humanitarianly while the other twin is in finance 
and working in a Habitat for Humanity type situ-
ation.  He recently received the Volunteer of the 
Year Award in his area for his work. 

Pastor Roy feels so blessed to have served at Jesse 
Lee, made a difference, left a legacy, and made so 
many lifelong friends. He also feels that he was 
able to bring a very diverse community together 
spiritually while providing his own family with a 
very meaningful Ridgefield experience. Pastor Roy 
will certainly always remain one of the strongest 
pillars of the Jesse Lee Church.  
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NEWS
SEPTEMBER 19 was Installation Sunday for 
Thomas Stubbs.  

It was a joyful celebration of his appointment 
as Associate Pastor at Jesse Lee Church and a 
day of gratitude for Thomas and all he brings 
to his role here.  

Jesse Lee Church Welcomes New 
Director of Christian Education, Leticia Soltero

We are happy to announce the addition of Leticia Soltero to the Jesse Lee Church family as our new 
Director of Christian Education. She joins Jesse Lee after serving as Director of Christian Education at 
East Granby Congregational Church. In her work there, she successfully revitalized the children’s and 
youth programs and laid a foundation for the continued development of these critical ministries. 

She has designed and implemented multiple church programs including Vacation Bible School, the 
annual Christmas program, Children & Youth Sunday as well as creating a Sunday School teacher pro-
gram. She has also worked on Christian curriculum planning and coordinated special worship services, 
both in-person and virtually. 

During COVID, Leticia created a family care ministry to support engagement at church for children 
and their families. This included delivering Christian education content online and teaching remote 
Christian Education classes. 

Leticia holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Religion: Christian Counseling from Liberty University 
School of Divinity, a degree in design, along with 
certifications in personal training, nutrition, online 
coaching, and Christian life coaching. She and her 
husband Jason live in Farmington, CT and are the 
parents of two kids, Jason (1990-2014) and Ryann. 

We are grateful to have Leticia join Jesse Lee as Di-
rector of Christian Education and are excited to have 
her as the newest member of the Jesse Lee Church 
family. 
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THE PUMPKIN PATCH IS OPEN!

The Jesse Lee Church Pumpkin 
Patch is open for business. The 
community missed having real 
pumpkins and folks are flocking 
to the corner of King Lane and 
Main Street to pick up their Fall 
favorite gourds. 

We had a great group help get 
the patch set up and we need 
lots of helping hands to keep it 
going. Please sign up for a shift 
or two so we can stay open. 

And save the date for the next 
pumpkin truck unload scheduled 
for October 9.

Your help supports our mission 
partners in the Navajo Na-
tion, our church and gives us a 
chance to invite people to Jesse 
Lee to get to know more about 
who we are and all we have to 
offer.

Please visit the website to sign 
up!
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Jesse Lee Sponsors SafeWalk 2021
All are invited to join the walk on October 3 from 5-6PM

Jesse Lee Church is a sponsor to the SafeWalk again 
this year!  SafeWalk 2021 will again be a virtual event, 
and we will walk together as a team here on the Jesse 
Lee campus on Sunday October 3rd from 5-6pm. We 
will also be walking with several other sponsors from 
Ridgefield including St. Stephens Episcopal Church, Con-
gregation Shir Shalom, the Ridgefield Rotary Club, the 
Ridgefield Lion’s Club, The Ridgefield Police Benevolence 
Association, Fairfield 
County Bank and Neumann Real Estate teams led by 
Chip Neumann and Peggy Marconi in a strong show of 
support for the Women’s Center and the work they do to 
help victims of domestic violence and educate the com-
munity about this issue. ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN 
THE SAFEWALK TEAMS. 

All SafeWalk participants will gather at the firepit at 5pm 
(off the parking lot on King Lane adjacent to the Carriage 
House) on October 3 for a brief program and kick off, 
then walk on and around the Jesse Lee grounds for sev-
eral laps similar to what would normally happen at the 
mall. All walkers will gather back at the firepit for some 
toasted marshmallows at 6PM.  Wear shoes comfortable 
for walking on the grass on the Jesse Lee campus. The 
building will be open for restrooms but the entire event 
will occur outside.

The SafeWalk is an important fundraiser and awareness 
raiser for the Women's Center of Greater Danbury. Nor-
mally this is a large community event that brings 1,000+ 
people together across the Greater Danbury area in 
solidarity to raise awareness of domestic violence and 
sexual assault.  

Please help us "keep the fire burning" for the Women's 
Center by considering a donation if you cannot walk. 
 
Please register for the SafeWalk on their official site, 
here: https://secure.frontstream.com/2021-safewalk/
team/961140.  Please wear red to indicate you are part 
of the SafeWalk event. 
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FOR THE LOVE OF MUSIC 
Fall concert series @ Jesse Lee Church

in the Sanctuary @ 207 Main Street, Ridgefield CT

Jesse Lee Music Presents “For the Love of Music,” a Fall concert series featuring performer-led reper-
toires. These concerts are a celebration of the music these talented artists love but haven’t been able 
to play when strict COVID restrictions were in place. Sarah Fox, Jesse Lee Church’s Music Director, 
finds that musicians and singers are truly at their best when they put their heart into the pieces they 
play. Both concerts, while diverse in their offerings, share the passion of these performers. 

On October 10 @ 3PM in the Sanctuary at Jesse Lee Church at 207 Main Street, Ridgefield, CT, “For 
the Love of Music” offers a Chamber Concert featuring Corinne Metter, violin; Suzanne Corey-Sahlin, 
viola; Gunnar Sahlin, cello; and Marc Chan and Sarah Fox on piano. These talented musicians will per-
form music they selected from J.S. Bach, Paul Wiancko, Chopin, Albert Markov, Gwyneth Walker and 
Beethoven. 

On October 17 @3PM in the Sanctuary at Jesse Lee Church at 207 Main Street, Ridgefield, CT, “For the 
Love of Music” features baritone Christopher Grundy and Jesse Lee’s Sarah Fox for a three-part concert 
that celebrates music they both love. 

Part one features folk music 
by John Jacob Niles, a popular 
20th century Appalachian folk 
singer. This music was se-
lected for two reasons: first, 
it is part of the fabric of the 
music in Sarah’s home state 
of Kentucky, and secondly, 
the story-telling aspect of 
folk music offers a personal, 
expressive aspect of music 
that is a joy to perform and to 
experience. 

Part two is made up of two 
classical pieces. One by Franz 
Schubert, the other by 
Gabrielle Faure.  
Coincidentally, both pieces 
are called Opus 21.

This concert closes out with a 
celebration of musical theater 
as an homage to Jesse Lee’s 
passion for incorporating 
Broadway show tunes into 
lessons about life and faith.  
All are welcome! 
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Discovering God’s Vision 
for Your Life: 

You and Your Spiritual Gifts
Starting October 13-November 17, Pastor Bill will lead you 
through a course that will help you discover the shape of your 
ministry. Classes will be held every Wednesday night from 
7:30-9PM in the Carriage House and we encourage ALL to join 
in!

This eight-hour course serves three purposes: personal discov-
ery, education about spiritual gifts and motivation for ministry.  
The course will provide participants with an experience that 
can change their lives and deepen their relationship with God 
while empowering them for an active, fulfilling ministry. 

We will use the Haugk Spiritual Gift Inventory (HSGI) as the basis for discussion of gifts and abilities. If 
you are able, we would appreciate your donation of $25 to cover the cost of this excellent resource for the 
course. Dr. Kenneth Haugk is the founder of Stephen Ministry, and this tool has helped thousands of people 
get a better understanding of how God has blessed them to be a blessing. Classes will be about 90 minutes 
each week.

An UPDATE on Jesse Lee Church’s 
Mission, Vision & Core Values

It is common practice for organizations to review, and when needed, revise their mission, vision and core values 
statements regularly. Jesse Lee did that late this summer. After a year of talking with people about how they feel 
about the mission, vision and core values, we got great feedback from members of the Jesse Lee Church family. 

There was a strong consensus on the spirit of the mission, vision and core values. People who offered an opinion
predominantly said it felt like Jesse Lee to them. The big drawback people pointed out was that these core state-
ments were too long and wordy. It made them hard to remember and incorporate into discussion where we describe 
what makes Jesse Lee special. There was a desire to keep it simple and succinct without losing the spirit of these 
important statements.

In a collaborative effort, the mission, vision and core values were reviewed and revised with the feedback people 
offered in mind. Then we ran these statements by the Church Council. They approved Jesse Lee’s mission, vision and 
core values as follows:  

Mission:  To share the love of Christ in the world.
Vision:  We are passionately growing in Christ, serving our neighbors and advocating for the needs of all people. 
Core Values:
• We love God and all people. Luke 10:27; Mark 12:30
• We share our faith in Jesus with love, grace, and humility.  Matthew 28: 19-20
• We care for the physical, emotional, and spiritual well-being of all. Matthew 25:40
• We celebrate our love of God through prayer, study, service, and worship. Psalm 100: 2-4; 95: 1-6

Thank you to everyone who weighed in and worked on these statements! If you have any questions or comments, 
please reach out to Elizabeth Rabinowitz and/or Bill Pfohl.
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JESSE LEE DAY SCHOOL 

WELCOME BACK TO THE LITTLES!
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WELCOME  BACK WEEKEND...
was a wonderful time to reconnect, relax and enjoy worship, fellowship, food and fun!
Thanks to all who made the events of this weekend come together and all who came

out to enjoy the start of a new program year together at Jesse Lee Church!
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Fill Bag ~ Feed a Family
Help Deborah Circle support ARC’s food pantry.

Food insecurity continues to be an issue for many of our neighbors in the Greater Danbury area.  We 
can do our part. Pick up a pre-labeled grocery bag on Sunday morning. Your next trip to the grocery 
store, pick up the items listed on the label. 

1. Fill this shopping bag with a box of breakfast cereal; large jar of peanut butter; 2 lb. jar of jelly; can 
of tuna fish; Box of pasta; Jar of pasta sauce; box of mac and cheese

2. Bring the filled grocery bag to church any Sunday in October before either church service and 
leave it in the Narthex. 

3. If you prefer, a box diapers size  4 or 5 or pull-ups are also needed. Label it “for Fill a bag, Feed a 
family”. 

Carole Stathis will coordinate collection and delivery to ARC.

Questions?

Call Carole (203) 733-7794 or email at cmstathis@comcast.net
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PRETTY  PUMPKIN  PLANTERS

PRETTY  PUMPKIN  PLANTERS

PRETTY  PUMPKIN  PLANTERS

(SAY THREE TIMES FAST!) 

Deborah Circle will be enjoying the pumpkin season making 

PRETTY PUMPKIN PLANTERS.  

We will meet Wednesday, October 27, starting at 9:30 am at the Carriage House.  
The ladies will be guided in making a PRETTY PUMPKIN PLANTER.  Real pumpkins 

from our Jesse Lee Pumpkin Patch will be furnished along with other supplies for a 
small fee.  The project is easy and more fun than saying 

PRETTY PUMPKIN PLANTERS three times!
Plan to come and share some Autumn fun making a PRETTY PUMPKIN PLANTER.  

All ladies of Jesse Lee are invited to come, share in refreshments then enjoy making 
PRETTY PUMPKIN PLANTERS!  

Please direct all questions to Jean Cole at jecinct63@comcast.net or 203-244-5578. 
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SPIRIT BUILDERS
Do you know the story about the two friends walking on a beach one day after a storm washed tens 
of thousands of starfish up on to dry sand?  One friend bends down every once in a while and throws 
a starfish back into the water saving its life.  After a while the other friend says what are you doing? 
You can't really think you are making a difference to this starfish apocalypse.  The first friend walks on 
silently for a while then bends down and tosses another starfish back into the life-saving sea...."It made 
a difference to that one" he said.

And so it goes.  

Have you ever thought that if you did sell all your positions and gave your wealth to the poor it would 
not materially change world hunger?  Maybe so.....but...

Once every few years Spirit Builders' ramp requests drop off.  But not because we have met the need.  
Sometimes the message doesn't get to where the need is.  So we ask a special ASP adult Church mem-
ber who happens to be a high level manager in Connecticut's social safety net system to remind the 
state social workers of our ministry....And then we get buried.... Which is where we put ourselves in the 
cycle this September.

After taking down over 200ft of ramps and building another during September we are building 200ft 
of repurposed ramps for other "starfish" the first Saturday of October.  And we have ramps lined up for 
Thursdays in October plus the first week of November!

Come help if you like. God blesses us to have fun being a blessing.

A Lighthouse, a house of Light. 

         When you come into the Sanctuary, do you feel different, 
good, relaxed, at home? What is God’s Light about anyway? 
         I just feel good when I’m in church, in worship or even on 
Zoom meetings with others from church in a Bible study. Even on 
those Zoom meetings, I feel the presence of God’s lovely light in the 
faces I see.  Let your/our light shine for others to see. It’s a house of 
light, a lighthouse indeed. Its long reaching beams of light go far, if 
we carry them out the door.
         Recently we visited the Lighthouse in North Tarrytown (now 
called Sleepy Hollow).  I grew up in Tarrytown. In 1948 it was named 
the ideal town by a popular magazine. The park is large and there 
are plenty of tables for picnicking and room to play ball or catch in 
the field. 
         As the days get shorter and you pass by Jesse Lee, you see the 
light coming from its windows. It is truly a house of light, a light-
house for others to see. Amen?
         You can actually go in the lighthouse on Kingsland Point, up 
the winding stairs and look out the windows up and down the 
Hudson River. There are artifacts here and there and short articles 
to read. $10 per car for the park and the lighthouse. 

The town is also famous for the Legend of Sleepy Hollow and the 
Headless Horseman~~ 
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Thank you for your continued support of Jesse Lee 
Church. Your gifts of time, talent and treasure help us 
continue to navigate these times and position us to 
spread God’s great word in our community. 

In September we will send out YTD giving statements, so 
please be on the lookout for these and reach out with any 
questions.

• Inflows higher than budget 
 » One-time giving
 » Timing: families giving earlier in year

• Expenses lower than budget
 » Properties – lower utility costs and 

  maintenance costs, primarily due to lower   
  usage

 » Personnel – changes in staffing; Note: this   
  trend has changed in the 2nd half with the   
  hiring of Associate Pastor and Christian   
  Education roles

• Reminder: budgeted for $140k deficit 
  spending at December ‘20 Charge Conference

 » 3rd Quarter forecast for full year 2021 
  deficit is ~$60k (~$80k better than budget)

• Reserves exist to cover deficit spending 
• Per Charge Conference discussion

 » Longer-term deficit spending will need to   
  be addressed via new sources of funds and  
  cost savings

 » We must balance the important work 
  Jesse Lee has invested in for so long, while  
  working within our available resources

Note: Excluded from the charts on this page are Use of 
Donations and Grants, and Use of Funds set aside in prior 
years. These additional details are available in the quarter-
ly financial reports in January, April, July and October.

For questions, please contact our Treasurer Ginny Konop-
ka at ginny@jesseleechurch.com or 203-438-8791  x111.
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Helping Hands
Loving Hearts

Courageous Souls
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Rev. Dr. William B. Pfohl
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Sarah Fox 
Jenni Mason
Leticia Soltero
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Ginny Konopka
Heidi Yeranossian
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Lawrence Soltowski
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