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John Wesley’s preface to his “Sermons on Special Occasions” was basically unchanged for each of the 
volumes he published.  He recognized that many did not agree or even appreciate his central focus on 
salvation by grace through faith, followed by a deep commitment to holy living as a response.  The follow-
ing points speak of his orientation to those who disagreed with him, sometimes violently, and perhaps still 
can speak to Christians today who are convinced that others “have missed the mark.” 

John writes:

9. Are you persuaded you see more clearly than me? It is not unlikely that you may. Then treat me as you 
would desire to be treated yourself upon a change of circumstances. Point me out a better way than I have 
yet known. Show me it is so, by plain proof of Scripture. And if I linger in the path I have been accustomed 
to tread, and am therefore unwilling to leave it, labor with me a little; take me by the hand, and lead me as 
I am able to bear. But be not displeased if I entreat you not to beat me down in order to quicken my pace: 
I can go but feebly and slowly at best; then, I should not be able to go at all. May I not request of you, 
further, not to give me hard names in order to bring me into the right way. Suppose I were ever so much 
in the wrong, I doubt this would not set me right. Rather, it would make me run so much the farther from 
you, and so get more and more out of the way.

10. Nay, perhaps, if you are angry, so shall I be too; and then there will be small hopes of finding the truth. 
If once anger arise, Eute kapnos, (as Homer somewhere expresses it,) this smoke will so dim the eyes of 
my soul, that I shall be able to see nothing clearly. For God’s sake, if it be possible to avoid it, let us not 
provoke one another to wrath. Let us not kindle in each other this fire of hell; much less blow it up into a 
flame. If we could discern truth by that dreadful light, would it not be loss, rather than gain? For, how far is 
love, even with many wrong opinions, to be preferred before truth itself without love! We may die with-
out the knowledge of many truths, and yet be carried into Abraham’s bosom. But, if we die without love, 
what will knowledge avail? 

To be clear, when John expressed an opinion, 
he believed himself to be on the right path, 
but he also recognized that being right without 
love is never Christ-like.  I pray that you will be 
wise  and make good judgments. I also pray 
that our judgments will never conclude that 
any are beyond the love of our Lord Jesus. 

Peace, 

Dear Jesse Lee Family,
 

Words utterly fail in describing how touched I feel by 
your generosity and kindness.  The video expressions, 
notes, and personal acknowledgment of the years we 
have spent together is a blessed reminder of God’s faith-
fulness and love.  I am honored to be named among the 
“bridge builders” of this church family and an outward 
and visible sign or our collected commitment to extend-
ing God’s welcome warms my heart and encourages me 
to continue on the blessed path the Lord has set before 
us.  You generosity annually at Christmas and on this 
occasion of our 20th anniversary is gratefully received.  
Thank you, Thank you, and Thanks be to God. 

Peace, Bill
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Black History Month:  2021, Year to Eradicate Racism
By Darla Shaw

2020 was the year when an urgent call went out for ending racism.  2021 is being established as  the year 
of families, churches and other institutions effectively working together to bring increased equality to our 
country.   

 After the death of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and Ahmaud Arbery, the Bishops of the United Methodist 
Church proclaimed a program called Eradicate Racism.   This program  aims to rid systemic racism, build an 
appreciation for diversity and multiculturism, and make certain that there is effective inclusion for all groups.  
To achieve their goals the Methodist leaders will focus on the use of Prayer, Connection, Showing-Up, and 
Action to help heal our country. 

Racial History

Our great Methodist founder, Reverend John Wesley, was always a strong advocate for equality.  He said, “A 
white man who has wronged or disregarded a black skinned person needs immediate redressing.”   In 1758 
John Wesley baptized two Negro slaves and from then on strong and dedicated black Methodist leaders have 
emerged. 

During the late 1700’s and 1800’s, black activists like Sojourner Truth, Frederick Douglas and Harriet Tubman 
were fighting to abolish slavery through putting their lives on the line.  Each of these remarkable abolitionists 
was a member of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Zion Church.   

Making history in 1706, Anne Schweitzer, a black woman, became the founder of the First Methodist Society 
in Maryland.  Next, a woman named Bettye, and three other slaves began regularly attending a Methodist 
Church.  Several black women also began attending John Street Church in N.Y.C. in 1768.   Some of the first 
black women in the colonies were Methodists. 

Then in 1784 ‘Black Harry Hosier’, a former slave, began preaching as in itinerant minister.  
He was very popular among his congregation.  During Hosier’s time, the Methodist Church was
committed to racial equality.  It stood as a testament to the important role that blacks played in 
the early development of our country.

John Wesley’s last public message was to abolitionist, William Wilberforce.  He encouraged Wilberforce to 
continue to fight slavery.   In fact, due the Methodist’s stand against slavery, almost twenty percent of the 
Methodist population in the late 1700’s was of African American descent. Black women 
                   were also beginning to take on a role in the Methodist Church.  Jarena Lee was
                   the first black woman to preach in the AME Church.  Following Lee, Julia Foote,  
                   of the AME Zion Church, became the first woman deacon and held the 
                   important office of church elder.  

                   In the late 1790’s, with friction between black and white growing, Richard Allen, a former slave, 
started the Bethel African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church of Philadelphia.  A Black Zionist Church was 
also established in NYC around this time.  Black men and women like John Stewart and Susan Clark became 
missionaries and spread the Methodist word to countries like Angola and Liberia.  More black
                              men like Matthew Clair, James Varick, and Francis Barons became Bishops.  
                              While blacks were in theory welcomed as full members and participants in 
                              AME churches the actual experience was far from welcoming.  The racism of 
                              the country was certainly present in the church and not surprisingly blacks 
                               sought to build communities in which the gospel’s invitation of grace was 
                               more authentically lived out.                                                                

Jareena Lee  Julia Foote  

James Varick Richard Allen 

‘Black Harry Hosier’ 
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Senior Spotlight:   Dottie Franks

As a high school student at Evander Childs in the Bronx, Dottie met and fell in love with a romantic 
Frenchman, Rene.   They married after high school and moved to Ridgefield as Rene had a job with Kee-
ler Construction.  Later, Rene became the manager of Stonehenge Inn and owner of his own tool busi-
ness.  Rene also served his community as the head usher at Jesse Lee for fifty years and Grand Marshall 
for veteran’s parades in town.   In his spare time, Rene was a ham radio operator and led the Frog Leg 
Festival when wintering in Florida.  

74 years ago, Dottie and Rene built their home on Stonecrest Road.  Today Dottie is the only original 
owner of a house on that road.  Dottie loves her neighbors as they are like family and their children are 
like her own.  Dottie also loves the view from her family room.   She can look out and see so many parts 
of Ridgefield, beautiful sunsets, the moon from the East, and nature everywhere.

Prior to Dorothy starting a family, she worked as a typist and assistant manager at Doubleday Publish-
ers in NYC.    She liked this job, but never loved it the way that she loved her job as Ridgefield’s first 
Chamber of Commerce Director, a job she held for 13 years. 

 

Dottie Franks has the distinction of being the oldest parishioner at Jesse 
Lee.  She turned 97 in January and other than problems with her back, she 
is in good health.  

Starting her life in the Bronx, Dottie admits to being a real tomboy.   Nobody 
was better than she was on the playground monkey bars, at playing marbles, 
climbing fences and roller skating, both outdoors and in rinks.  She also liked 
to go camping, sleigh ride on cardboard boxes, swim, and be outdoors.  

It was not until 1939 that the Methodist Church became more united again and saw the value of worship-
ping as one body.   With this rebirth in the church, the black Methodist population in 2008 was almost sev-
enteen percent.   Along with the renewal of the church, also came new black leadership to bring the united 
church forward. 

This new leadership included Roy Nichols who became the first black bishop of a regular jurisdiction.  
He headed up a commission on race and religion.  Mai Gay in 1976 became the first black woman to 
head up the division on Global Ministries.   Earlier in 1913, Rosa Park, strong Methodist, Mother of the 
Civil Rights Movement, and the woman who refused to give up her seat on the bus, became a leader in 
the N.A.A.C.P. 

Other strong Methodist pastors fighting for equal rights were James Lawson, Jr., Joseph Lowry, and 
James Farmer.  Lawson was involved in the lunch counter sit ins in Nashville, Tennessee.  Lowry, a friend 
of Martin Luther King, took part in the Montgomery Bus Boycott.  He was also a Medal of Freedom 
Winner.  Farmer was founder of the Congregation of Racial Equality and gave us insight into what needs 
to be done today. 

The Methodist Church is fortunate to have had so many influential black leaders in its history serve as 
our role models and help us to heal.  With their words of wisdom, we can overcome today’s civil rights 
obstacles and dismantle racial inequality.

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~
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Dottie’s daughter, Donna, was working at the Toy Caboose in town and heard Jim Freeman, head of the 
Chamber of Commerce, talking about the need for a director.   Donna immediately spoke up and said 
what about my mother?

Dottie interviewed for the job and was hired on the spot.   Jim could sense she had the personality and 
drive to do what needed to be done.  Although Dottie had not gone to college, she had taken numerous 
classes in several different fields and was self-taught.    Dottie now went to work in the old Donnelly 
Building, which was located where the RVNA is today.

To learn more about the job, Dottie took additional courses and learned so much from the Danbury 
Director of the Chamber.   She was also not the least bit shy about trying out new programs.  Her most 
difficult job was dealing with people unhappy about a particular business in town.  After meeting with 
the displeased customer, Dottie would go directly to the business and in one week she would come to a 
resolution of the problem. 

To learn more about the job, Dottie took additional courses and learned so much from the Danbury 
Director of the Chamber.   She was also not the least bit shy about trying out new programs.  Her most 
difficult job was dealing with people unhappy about a particular business in town.  After meeting with 
the displeased customer, Dottie would go directly to the business and in one week she would come to a 
resolution of the problem. 

Dottie was the one that initiated the original summer sidewalk sale in town.   She also started the art 
programs in the park and the lighting of the trees for the holidays.  She remembers, however, that 
during her time, people climbed the trees to put up the lights.   Also involved with parades in town, Dot-
tie fondly remembers the 250-anniversary parade where her family won first prize for floats.  Rene had 
constructed a replica of the Cass Gilbert Fountain with an actual flow of water. 

While living in town Dottie has also been active with the Girl Scouts.  She was leader for Troop 363, the 
neighborhood chairperson for the Girl Scouts, and worked with the scouts at Camp Catoonah.   Scout-
ing helped her get back to her love of young people and the out of doors.  

Starting out life as an Irish Catholic, Dottie became a Methodist when she started going to Jesse lee 
with her husband.   She found the people at the church made her feel comfortable and were kind and 
caring.   The pastors were inspirational, and she learned so much about devotions and the Bible though 
the Women’s Circle.  Today she continually reads from The Message Bible.       

Beside the church, Dottie finds great comfort in her two children (living in Bethel and Stratford), her 3 
grandchildren, 7 great grandchildren and 2 great-great grandchildren.   She also continues to work artis-
tically,  serve as a role model,  and bring joy to so many through her big smile, twinkling eyes, and kind 
words. 

   Dottie attributes her longevity to a loving husband, great kids, strong friendships, a positive nature 
and the church.  “Life has been good,” she concludes.  
           Submitted by Darla Shaw

                                          ----------------------------------------------------------------------------

7-year old Kaitlyn Viesselman, grandaughter of Carole 
Stathis expressed her gratitude for our healthcare workers 
with this beautiful work of art.  Thank you, Kaitlyn, for 
sharing it with us!
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February 6th we are Offering a Day That Will Reset & Restore Your Soul 

 Reset and Restore your Soul is on Saturday, February 6, 2021. 
This day of prayer and reflection uses scripture, music, prayer and discussion to address the difficulties we have 
all faced during COVID, and also recognize the blessings and find the buds of hope that bloom through adversity. 

Please visit jesseleechurch.com/reset-restore-your-soul for more information and to sign up. 

All are welcome. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

The 2021 Lenten Study features The Grace of Les Miserables by Matt Rawle
There is still time to register for this year’s Lenten study! 
Pastor Matt Rawle’s book, The Grace of Les Miserables, draws 
inspiration from Victor Hugo’s iconic work. It forms the basis 
for this study. Grace, justice, poverty, revolution, love and 
hope are viewed through the eyes of the Les Mis characters. 

We have 16 small groups set up at various times. Groups will 
meet once a week via Zoom for one hour. Please click the 
“Register” button at jesseleechurch.com/lenten-study to sign 
up for the small group that best fits your schedule. 

On this webpage, you can see the series of six 10-minute 
videos that accompany each of the six segments of this study. 
There’s also a link on this page where you can request to have

a free copy of the book delivered to you. You can also pick up a copy of the book under the portico at Jesse Lee 
Church and at Books on the Common.

We hope you’ll join us and please invite friends to participate as well. This six-week study is open to everyone. 
People do not need to attend Jesse Lee Church to participate. 
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Ash Wednesday

Lent begins on Wednesday Feb-
ruary 17th and you are invited to 
join with your church family as we 
intentionally seek our Lord in this 
season reflection, repentance, and 
rejuvenation. In addition to Lenten 
studies and small groups, Jesse Lee 
will again mark this season with a 
service on Ash Wednesday although 
it will be a different sort of service.  
We will not be meeting in person 
and not imposing ashes, but with 
creativity we invite one another to 
a deepening of our commitment to 
Christ.  We will hold a special ser-
vice and details will be forthcoming.  
Please look to the website and the 
What’s Up This Week eblast for 
details....

Growing Self Sessions

For many years Pastor Bill has 
been sharing his practical vision 
of the Gospel through the acro-
nym  GROWING SELF.  This device  
reminds us that God Recreates Our 
Worlds In New Glory, and that God

intends for us to be Secure Em-
powered Leading Followers. Clever 
though this may be, the gospel of 
Jesus Christ is not just information 
for us to know, but even more is a 
life for us to live.  This month we will 
offer two Methodist class meetings 
on how to claim the victory Jesus 
has won by opening ourselves to the 
new glory of God’s emerging world of 
grace.  Both classes will take place on 
Saturday February 27th on Zoom and 
last for two hours.  The first, GROW-
ING SELF: The SHAPE of Faith, runs 
from 10 am to 12 noon.  This session 
will focus on claiming our SHAPE 
for life and ministry, using Pastor 
Rick Warren’s The Purpose Driven Life 
acronym to consider our Spiritual 
Gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality 
and Experience in a general way as a 
means to discovering what on earth 
we are here for.  This class is all about 
celebrating how God has made you 
“wonderfully” and even through your 
times in the “dark valleys” has been 
granting you power for new glory 
living.

The second class is in the afternoon 
from 1pm to 3pm.  GROWING SELF: 
Tool Kit is a very pragmatic explora-
tion of the practices and resources 
that support Christian growth.  We 
will talk about Bible study and how 
to choose a Bible, resources for daily 
devotions and small groups, God’s 
gifts and what a to expect as the “Joy 
of the Lord becomes our strength.”  
Jesus meets us where we are and 
invites us to Grow into New Glo-
ry.  We hope you will join us for the 
adventure in Secure Empowerment 
Leading a life as faithful Follower of 
Jesus Christ.

A note from Children’s Ministry
Carrie King has resigned from her 
role as Children’s Ministry leader 
to accept a new job and finished 
up her work here at the end of 
January. We are grateful for her 
contribution to Jesse Lee and we 
say goodbye with prayers for suc-
cessful new endeavors for her. 
Since late December, Staff Parish 
Relations Committee and Pastor 
Bill have worked hard to develop a 
plan that offers a seamless tran-
sition for Jesse Lee’s Children’s 
Ministry. Kerry Marino will lead 
Sunday School for grades PK-3rd 
(including the mailed packets), Deb 
Ahle will continue leading JAM 
and Jenni Mason will take charge 
of Glow Pre-Teen Ministry for 4th 
and 5th graders.
 
You can continue to keep up with 
all the news about Children’s 
Ministry activities here in The 
Spire and in What’s Up This Week 
Monday e-blasts. 
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NEWS

 A few Jesse Lee members put on their 
“Designers Extroadinaire” hats to set up 
the Bridge to make it both a functional and 
beautiful room.  The Bridge was dedicat-
ed to Pastor Bill last month in honor of his 
20th Anniversary as Sr. Pastor at Jesse Lee 
Church. 

Janet Ingraham 
On December 8, 2020, Janet Ingraham passed away peacefully, surrounded by 
her boys.  Janet was a long-standing member of Jesse Lee, and very active for all 
of those years.  Janet, and her husband Frank, chaired the Yankee Peddler Fair and 
Christian Education throughout the ‘80s. Janet also helped create the Yankee Ped-
dler Fair Cookbook and was part of the team that kept the sanctuary looking great 
with new carpeting for the altar and fresh covers for the pew cushions.  She assist-
ed with many of the church’s other ministries, such as the Clothing Sale, the Pump-
kin Patch, the Church Tag Sale, Spirit Stitchers and Spirit Builders, when they were 
renovating the Carriage House (she could wield a mean paint brush!).  She also 
thoroughly enjoyed the Church Bridge Group and Deborah Circle.  She spearheaded

If you are a Connecticut resident age 75 or older, you are eligible to 
receive the COVID-19 Vaccine. There are several steps to the process. 
  

First, you must register in the VAMS statewide system using the link 
below. The survey will ask for your: First Name, Last Name, Email, 
Date of Birth, and Occupation. 
  

Once you have submitted the survey, you will receive an email back 
from the state which will either be a confirmation that you have suc-
ceeded or a notice that your application is being reviewed. Once you 
are fully registered you will receive, via email, an available schedule 
for vaccine appointments 
  

If you receive the 'your application is being reviewed' email, there may 
be a question about eligibility due to age or a need for more informa-
tion. 
  

To access the survey, click on this link to for the Town of Ridgefield 
website https://www.ridgefieldct.org/home/urgent-alerts/covid-up-
dates then click on the words "THIS SURVEY" in the line at top of the 
page which reads, If you are age 75 or older, fill out THIS SURVEY  to 
register for the COVID-19 vaccine, or: 

1.) Go to this website and register at any time: https://dphsubmissions.
ct.gov/onlineVaccine
2.) Call the CT COVID Vaccine Appointment Assist Line at 877-918-
2224 Mondays to Fridays from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm.

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  

the effort to design and make the Bicentennial Quilt that hangs in the narthex.  There was even a time 
when she was part of the Choir.  She loved Jesse Lee, she loved her family and she loved God and was 
always giving in some way.  If something was going on at church, you would find Janet there.   Thank you to 
all that have reached out, brought meals to the boys or sent cards; your love, compassion and sympathy are 
greatly appreciated by the family.   

Connecticut Residents over 75 are now
eligible for Covid-19 vaccine appointments 
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MINISTRIES

Thank you all for participating in the Martin Luther King Jr. Week of 
Serving! I hope you enjoyed serving in different ways and spreading 
God's love to those in our world who are in need, whether physical or emotional.

Sunday School at Home for February
This month’s unit is Challenge Accepted a four-week 
series on Jesus’ ministry.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Great sports moments tend to involve people who accepted a big challenge, one that required courage 
and an  ability to keep going. This month, kids will have fun using sports to learn about the many ways 
they can say yes to challenges bravely. Jesus accepted many challenges. Through the stories we know 
about him, we learn a bunch of things that help kids walk through whatever they are  facing. Let’s 
cheer on every kid to be able to say, Jesus takes care of me, Jesus shows me the truth, Jesus helps me 
when I’m tempted, Jesus understands my challenges.

 

YOUTH MINISTRY
As the weather continues to grow colder, Jesse Lee Youth have been finding creative ways to meet to-
gether for games and discussion—even if it means embracing the cold! In December, the youth compet-
ed in a Photo Scavenger Hunt across the town of Ridgefield. Split into five teams, they were each given 
a list of objectives to complete within 45 minutes, with goals as simple as “Take a picture of a teammate 
posing as modern art in front of the Aldridge” to as biblically whimsical as “Take a picture in front of 
the building named after the first martyr (Acts 7).” In the end, it was Ellie Hankla, Ailey Lombardo, Abby 
Phelan, and Pastor James who took home the win, completing 31 total photo challenges. Enjoy some  
of our favorite photos on page 15! If you are interested in supporting the youth ministry with your time 
or with COVID-19-safe suggestions, please feel free to reach out to katarina@jesseleechurch.com or 
jenni@jesseleechurch.com. Pictures on page 15.



11

 

INTERESTED VOLUNTEERS ASKED TO REGISTER NOW 

FOR 2021 JESSE LEE ASP (APPALACHIA SERVICE PROJECT)

Although the COVID-19 pandemic may alter or prohibit this summer’s 
mission trip, Jesse Lee Appalachia Service Project is asking high-school 
teens and adults to register now as volunteers for ASP 2021.
Jesse Lee ASP hopes to take volunteers down to Appalachia June 26-July 4 for a week of meaningful home 
repair. While there currently is uncertainty because of COVID over what will happen this summer, the orga-
nization needs to begin registering and training volunteers now.
“If we are able to make the trip happen this summer, it’s important to begin to prepare our crews for where 
we’ll be going, what to expect there, what work we’ll be doing there, and how to safely do it,” said Steve 
Coppock of the Jesse Lee ASP council.
At least for now, there’s no cost to express interest in volunteering. Register with no obligation at www.
jesseleeasp.org. 
Online monthly trainings will begin soon to plan for the summer trip and to review the ASP guiding princi-
ples of safety, stewardship and sensitivity.
If a decision is made this spring that the COVID risk is too great for traveling to Appalachia, Coppock said, 
Jesse Lee ASP may pivot to doing work locally.
ASP is a national Christian volunteer organization founded by Rev. Glenn “Tex” Evans, a Methodist minister, 
in 1969. Since then, some 400,000 volunteers from across the nation have participated in weeklong mis-
sion trips to make nearly 18,000 homes in West Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia and North Carolina 
“warmer, safer and drier.”
Last year – in what would have been Jesse Lee ASP’s 37th year – the entire ASP summer program in Appa-
lachia was canceled because of COVID. Some 270 volunteers had signed up through Jesse Lee ASP, again 
making it the second-largest local ASP group in America.
This summer, the national ASP organization has added a number of COVID safety protocols, including: lim-
iting the number of volunteers who can stay at its “centers”; requiring that masks be worn unless volunteers 
are eating, sleeping or showering; and prioritizing exterior home repairs, like roof and siding replacements.
Jesse Lee ASP is open to anyone who will have completed their 
freshman year of high school. Adults are encouraged to volunteer – 
both those who have teens participating and those who don’t. You 
don’t have to be a member of Jesse Lee or any church, you don’t 
have to live in Ridgefield, and you don’t need to be an expert with 
a hammer to volunteer. Basic construction skills and safety rules are 
taught in training sessions prior to going on ASP. There’s also a fund-
raising component. And it helps if you like ice cream.

Learn more and register for this year’s work at www.jesseleeasp.org.

MISSIONS 
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MINISTRIES

and rallied to move a 50ft +/- ramp for a family in Hartford from one address to another three days 
after Christmas!

A beautiful little job that the volunteers did this January exemplifies one of the ways that we like to all 
help each other.  It has always been our policy that we will build for those in need whether they can 
contribute to the cost or not.  We always tell the family that it is a privilege to volunteer our time to 
lessen their difficulties and that much of our supplies are donated, but not all.  We let them know what 
our out-of-pocket costs are and ask that they make a donation if they can.

Many can't.  And there is no shame.  Some consider contributing beyond their means.  We discourage 
that.  Many contribute what our costs are, and some, who can, donate more.

And that is what Charlotte did.  The volunteers built a lovely set of steps up to the deck at the main 
entrance to her house. Charlotte was recovering from ankle surgery and expecting to be using a walker 
for a while and not being able to do full height steps after that.  So the volunteers built steps that are 
configured for a walker and Charlotte paid what a contractor would have charged.

And the extra money helped pay for other families' ramps.

God provides.  We never know who God is going to provide through, so we just let everyone know 
how it works and the rest just falls into place  

Spirit Builders has only had one fund drive...about a dozen years ago.

January is historically a quiet month for Spirit Builders.  The volunteers have 
normally taken about a month's rest from mid-December to mid-January to en-
joy the holidays with family after a very busy Fall.  While 2020 saw a Spring and 
Summer of laying low, Spirit Builders did help about a dozen families in the Fall.
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DEBORAH CIRCLE

STEPHEN MINISTRY AT
JESSE LEE
“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. 
In the world you will have tribulation. 
But take heart, I have overcome the world.”   -John 16:33

We know not one of us is immune to life’s trials and problems. In the midst of our “stuff”, and the 
restrictions of COVID-19, we often feel alone. That need not be the case. As Christians we can 
find peace in the presence of the Lord. Often meeting weekly virtually or by telephone with a Ste-
phen Minister can help to reconnect with the Lord. 

Learn more about Stephen Ministry at Jesse Lee
Speak with Mary Aly, (203) 644-5098, the Referrals Coordinator. She will explain the role of the 
Stephen Minister. If this support would be welcomed, Mary will assign a Stephen Minister to meet 
with you weekly.

FEBRUARY ZOOM MEETING

Deborah’s February meeting will be a Zoom meeting with the United Methodist
Women’s District Head of Communications and past President Joan Murray.  
Mrs. Murray’s daughter, Kristi Colburn, the present President of our district’s 
UMW will also join our Zoom meeting on Wednesday, February 24.  
They will help explain what the United Methodist Women is and what they do to nurture one another 
in our communities, the United States, and in the world.  They will also bring suggestions for outreach 
programs, both monetary and non-monetary collections. They may also bring thoughts for programs 
at our monthly Zoom meetings.

Our Zoom meeting will begin at 10 a.m., Wednesday, February 24.  Ronda will send everyone the link 
prior to the meeting.  If anyone has problems gaining entry to the meeting, please contact Ronda at  
rlanzi@optonline.net or 203-834-9597 or Jean at jecinct63@comcast.net or 203-244-5578.

We hope many of Deborah Circle ladies can link in for the meeting.  Our main presenter, Joan, stated 
“Congratulations on keeping your unit together during these trying times.”  Deborah’s leaders and 
members can be proud!  

    

DEBORAH CIRCLE - MARCH 24, 202

Mark your calendars for Deborah Circle’s March 24 meeting!  We will be having a speaker from RVNA 
Health via Zoom speaking about COVID-19 virus, the vaccine, side effects, and how to register for your 
vaccinations.  This Community Health and Wellness Registered Nurse will answer our questions.  ALL 
WOMEN OF JESSE LEE ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND.
More details to follow.

LENTEN STUDY

Please be sure to register for Jesse Lee’s Lenten study.  It is based on the 
book The Grace of Les Misérables by Matt Rawle.  Two of our Deborah Circle 
members, Ronda Lanzi and Jean Cole, will be facilitating the study.  They are 
leading groups on Wednesday at 1:00 and Friday at 2:00.  Be sure to sign up!

To our Jesse Lee Family,
The staff of Jesse Lee would like to thank you for your 
generosity with our Christmas gift.  It is so kind of you 
to think of us during this challenging time and it is 
much appreciated by all of us. 
We wish you all a safe and peaceful 2021!
Very sincerely,
The Staff of Jesse Lee Church 
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Stephen Ministry at Jesse Lee
…Christ caring for people through people

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another. By this all men will know you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  
          -John 13:34-35

The Lenten season is upon us

February 17th is Ash Wednesday which marks the beginning of Lent. Perhaps this is an opportunity to 
reflect and reinvigorate your walk with the Lord.
 

 Members of the Stephen Ministry team are available to walk with you. 
  

For more information on Stephen Ministry at Jesse Lee
Call or text Mary Aly, Referrals Coordinator, at 203 644- 5098. 

Stephen Ministers are available to be present for people who are lonely; who are hurting; who are in 
transition; who have suffered loss; who feel disconnected from warm, active support.  We offer distinc-
tively Christian care—we listen, we walk along with you, we accept, we pray.  

If you know someone who is lonely, who is hurting—regardless of the cause—let them know that a Jesse 
Lee Stephen Minister is willing to help.  

Thank you, Jesse Lee for supporting this valuable ecumenical ministry. 

“Another 200 laundromat pay cards and liquid detergent prepared for distribution to agencies and faith 
communities who have identified individuals and families who can benefit from free laundry services”, 
shared by Carole Stathis, Secretary, Laundry Love of Greater Danbury. 

of Greater Danbury
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Parker Etzbach and Riley Vides. 
“Pretend to be ballerinas in front of 
the ballet studio downtown”

Emily Vides, Jonathan Schaffer, and Mark Konopka.  
“Pose as modern art in front of the Aldridge” 

Ailey Lombardo, Abby Phelan, and Ellie Hankla
“Imitate the Last Supper in front of the Cake 
Box”

Grace Hoermann, Ally Phelan, and Aus-
tin Etzbach.  “Imitate the Beatles walking 
across a crosswalk”

Maddie Phelan.  “Pretend to milk the 
cow in front of Deborah Ann’s”

JESSE LEE YOUTH KNOW HOW TO HAVE FUN!

Austin Etzbach, Ally Phelan, and 
Grace Hoermann
“Pretend to propose to someone in 
the Jesse Lee gazebo”
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FINANCE

JESSE LEE LEGACY FUND -  IT’S WINTER   

Winter can be bleak and depressing to some people and it can be exciting to others.  
Our country can be disappointing to many right now with so much division and 
anxiety.  What helps us get through times like these?  Many of us have experienced 
similar times in the past and yet “here we are”.  That is because we had faith that things 
would get better as they had always in the past.  It is our faith that lets us go to bed at night with the belief that we 
will awake in the morning.  It is also our faith that lets us go to bed at night and accept that if we don’t awake in 
the morning that God has better things for us to do the next day.  Whatever we deal with when we trust in God we 
know that everything will turn out alright.  When we talk to the Lord we are comforted and feel more secure.  At 
this difficult period in the country it is time that we all pray for healing and that the world’s population comes to 
realize that the answer is in God, not in us alone.  Jesse Lee Church and the entire religious community should 
come together to demonstrate how faith can help solve our problems and bring excitement to our lives.  To insure 
that Jesse Lee Church continues well past our lifetimes to offer this hope to our children and their children and 
provide peace, opportunity, strengthening faith and security we can contribute to the Jesse Lee Legacy Fund (JLLF) 
to make it happen.  For more information please go to: https://www.jesseleechurch.com/give/legacy-fund

Chart 1: Year-to-date key budget items relative to budget 
As seen in this chart, for calendar year 2020, inflows 
approximate budget, while expenses were significant-
ly lower. So net for the year, we are better than our 
budget, actually showing a surplus rather than a loss. 
This is exciting and is due to increased giving in the 
last quarter of the year. Offsetting this, maintenance, 
utility and program expenses were each significantly 
under budget, primarily due to the pandemic impacts 
on in-person activities. We continue to monitor the 
impacts from Covid-19 on our church and appreciate 
all who have given of their time, talents and treasures 
as we continue to be God’s church in the world.  

Chart 2: Rolling 6-month Inflows vs Expenses This chart shows total actual operating inflows for each 
month compared to actual operating expenses. Excluded 
from these numbers are use of donations and reserves set 
aside in prior years.  You can see those additional details 
in the quarterly financial report on the next page. 

In this chart, in the months you see green, we brought in 
more than we spent. Given the seasonality of our church’s 
inflows and expenses, we would expect to see green for 
most of the fall months, but the opposite for late winter, 
spring and summer months. This year, November and 
December giving did exceed expenses for the reasons 
discussed above.

For more details of the use of all our financial resources (current year operating inflows as well as directed donations and 
use of reserves and gifts from prior years), please review the quarterly charts on the next page.  Please reach out if you have 
questions or concerns, or if you need some help. We continue to have resources to support those in need.    
Ginny Konopka  ginny@jesseleechurch.com or 203-431-2441.
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Jesse Lee Memorial UMC   
Financials For the year ended 12/31/20 
$ in Thousands  (noted as $“k”)  
           

 
 

 

were able to increase their giving with a one-time year-end gift.  This has enabled us to meet our budgeted 
giving during this difficult year, even at a time when some among us were not able to give as they have in 
the past. This enables us to continue our ministries of support, care and outreach within our church com-
munity and beyond. Also helping our financial situation during this year of challenges, our maintenance and 
utilities were significantly below budget due to the necessity of worshipping and meeting in remote ways.  
All of that resulted in a $37k surplus rather than a $34k deficit for 2020.

The chart to the right shows the operating 
budget activity for the year. For clarity, inflow/
outflow from directed donations, reserve funds 
or prior year donations are not included. See 
chart below for receipt of and use of these 
sources.  

A note from the Treasurer: 
This chart at the top right shows operating 
activity. During the 4th quarter of the year, our
Congregation increased our giving.  Many were 
able to catch up on regular giving and others

Operating Inflow (Outflow) Sources/Uses        Better
  of Operating                    (Worse) than
     Income       Budget Budget     
 Unrestricted Giving   $     676  $   675  $     1
 Fundraising                                         -                   19      (19)
 Facility Donations          136       128         8
 Rental Income, net of taxes           26                 28                   (2)
 Investment Income              5          -         5
 Total Operating Income   $     843 $   850   $    (7)
   
 Personnel Costs   $     433 $   435   $     2 
 Property Maintenance           186       240       54
 Programs and Music             17         35       18
 Office Expenses            28        32          4
 Conference Apportionments          142       142          -   
 Total Outflow   $     806 $   884  $   78 
 Net Inflow (Outflow)   $       37 $    (34)  $   71 

As you know, there is a lot that happens outside the operating budget. The chart below begins with operat-
ing results from the chart above and adds directed donations (made for a specific purpose outside our nor-
mal operating budget), plus use of reserves and funds collected in prior years, to give a fuller financial picture 
of the activity of the church. In addition to the net $37k we received from operating sources (see the bottom 
of column one in both charts), we also used $157k from our reserves and prior year directed donations. This 
includes support for the Children & Youth Director roles from a past donation; furnishing the study and 
meeting space in the Bridge and beginning the process of beautifying our grounds from past memorial 
donations; refreshing our second parsonage from funds received from our capital campaign; funding a young 
adult mission trip again in January; and supporting those in need, near and far, from the Christmas offerings 
received last year (2019). Offsetting these uses of funds set aside previously is the increase in the value of 
our mutual fund over the year. As mentioned, the mutual fund is a small percentage of our assets and has 
been growing consistently each year.  

These uses of resources are joined 
by a $100k donation, enabling us to 
bring in a new Communications Man-
ager and give her the resources to 
expand our reach in this area.  Gen-
erous donations of time and talent 
helped us support the Navajo in a 
new and creative way.  All the ins and 
outs resulted in a $24k decrease in 
our operating cash flow reserve and 
other reserves (bottom of column 4 in 
this chart).  
For questions please contact Ginny 
Konopka at 203-438-8791 x111 or 
ginny@jesseleechurch.com.

Total Inflows/Outflows       Sources and       Directed         Use of          Actual
For Operating and  Uses of           Donations    Reserves &      Total
Other Reserves                     Operating         Received     Funds from   Operating
 Activity               & Used        Prior Years     & other           
Unrestricted Giving  $  676                      $  676
Fundraising & Facility Donations  136    136 
Rental Income, net        26      26
Investment Income (loss)          5                      17     22
Directed Donations received          -          164   164 
    Total Inflow  $  843   $    164     $   17        $1024 
    
Personnel Costs  $  433  $      55       $   57         $ 545
Property Maintenance       186             -            -  186 
Largest Maintenance Projects          -               8          55       63 
Programs and Music         17             5         15    37 
Office Expenses        28             -              -       28 
Missions and Outreach          -           17          30    47 
Conference Apportionments      142             -              -     142 
     Total Outflow      806          85          157          1048 
Net Increase (decrease) 
      in Reserve Balances  $    37   $     79    $(140)        $ (24) 
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Jesse Lee Memorial UMC 
Calendar 2021 Budget,  Approved 12-14-20
          ($ in Thousands)                ACTUAL     BUDGET                         
Inflows                        2020              2021
  Unrestricted giving      $ 676    $ 665
  Fundraising & facility donations          136       133
  North Salem rental, net               26           19
  Investment Income                 5              3
Sources of Cash Inflow     $ 843    $ 820
  Use of Staffing Grants1           106       119
  Use of Communication Grant2         10          18
  Use of Designated Reserves: Programs & Musi         4             10
Total Sources of Funds for Operating   $ 963                 $  967
    
Outflows    
  Personnel       $ 539    $  642
  Property & Grounds        186        249
  Conference Apportionment        142        128
  Programs and Music          31              34
  Admin, including Communication          28          57
Total Outflows      $ 926                              $1,110
    
Net inflow/ (outflow)     $   37                                         $ (143)

Dec 31 Discretionary Operating Reserve balances3

      1 Grants previously received for our Children & Youth leaders and our Communications Director. Children and Youth
       Grant is anticipated to complete in 2021.
    2 A grant previously received to support new initiatives in communication. Grant is expected to complete in 2021. 
     3 In 2020, we received a $138,000 grant from the Federal Paycheck Protection Program to primarily cover salaries. 
      This is the primary driver of the increase in our Discretionary Operating Reserves from year-end 2019. The grant
      will help us manage the 2021 forecasted budget shortfall, currently forecasted at $143,000.

The budget presented above was approved at our December 14, 2020 Charge Conference. We had a suc-
cessful Fall stewardship campaign which has resulted in almost 90 Estimate of Giving cards returned so far, 
and an increase of $50,000 in estimated 2021 giving from those who submitted a card. Unfortunately, this 
is somewhat offset by a loss of some of our giving base, which will result in fairly flat unrestricted giving of 
$665k, as compared to 2020.  2020 included a little over $20,000 in one-time gifts to help us get through 
this difficult year. During these challenging times we are encouraged by this response from our congrega-
tion.  Because of the high participation in the stewardship campaign, 80% of our Unrestricted Giving Budget 
is supported by Estimate of Giving cards received. Our other Operating Sources of funds are expected to be 
flat as compared to 2020 Forecast as the effects of the pandemic continue to be felt.  

We have included staff salary increases, but no changes in staffing levels in this budget.  We expect our 
property and grounds expenses to move back toward their historical levels as our preschool remains open 
and other programs work to safely gather together. Apportionments (our participation in the worldwide 
Methodist Church and support of our Conference Management) have decreased $14k. In 2020, we received 
a $138,000 grant from the Federal Paycheck Protection Program “PPP”, which will help us significantly with 
the projected 2021 shortfall.  It should be noted that the Conference was instrumental in helping us to ob-
tain the PPP grant. Any questions regarding this budget or any financial information can be directed to our 
Finance Chair, Aaron Prills, at aaronprills@gmail.com.
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